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ِبْسم اهلل الرحمن الرحيم

"Coming To Know The Beloved"
(May the best benedictions and peace be upon him)

All praises are due to Allah who sent guidance for all of mankind.  
May the best salutations, blessings and peace be upon His beloved.  
To proceed: this small text has been written for the Breiannis family  

in order that they could have a brief foundation of sound knowledge  
concerning the life of the best of creation, Muhammad 

 - upon him be the best of benedictions and peace.  
With Allah alone is success and to Him alone do we seek aid in this affair. 



Introduction

          
          We begin with, in and by the Name of Allah, The Most Gracious, the Most compassionate. 
We praise Him, seeking to express gratitude for the greatest of His blessings, guidance to His 
straight path. May the best of benedictions and peace be upon the exemplar of that guidance, 
the paragon of humanity,  Muhammad Ibn Abdullah (peace and blessings be upon him).  To 
continue:

     Despite the numerous books already written on the life of the beloved of Allah (peace and 
blessings  be  upon him),  this  book has  been written to  join  their  ranks.   After  having read 
through many books of Seerah, we have found that they tend to be either very long, taking a 
long time to complete or thoroughly incomplete, focusing only on small aspects of his life. Also, 
many problems tend to be found, be they blatant errors, exaggerations, or weaker opinions of 
events put forward as facts. This book is written in order to facilitate, for my family, a short text 
of the most important aspects of the Seerah, which every Muslim should be familiar with, based 
on the most authentic reports. It has been written in such a way as to facilitate its completion at 
least once every month with just ten to fifteen minutes of reading a day.

          How does one put a miraculous life of sixty three years in under fifty pages? How does 
one express their love and inspire others to love in so few pages? How does one encompass all 
the events of twenty three years of revelation which changed the world forever? Simply put - 
you don't. Or at least, I don't. This work, despite my best efforts must fall short of my goal, as 
the goal seems for me too lofty. Still, it is because I want my family to love and long for Allah's 
beloved, and I know that must start with knowing him (may the best benedictions and peace be 
upon him), I have attempted this task.

          Still, knowing the difficulties faced, I tried to follow the example of so many of the 
luminous scholars whose works have reached us,  and in writing this text,  I  aimed to place 
names and incidents at places, hinting at them, in order that the text be unlocked and opened. It 
certainly is not an in-depth work, but the aim was that a person with a working knowledge of 
the Seerah could uncover the gems,  unlock the secrets  and utilize this  text  as a basis  for a 
complete education on the Seerah. Have I facilitated that? Allah knows best. But certainly, I am 
pleased to have completed this work for the benefit of my family. 

          Whether the text is read on one's own, in a gathering or expounded upon by a teacher, it is 
hoped  that  it  serves  as  an  introduction  to  the  life,  the  household,  the  description  and  the 
character of the beloved of Allah, the best of creation, Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon 
him). We would remind the readers to not be negligent in sending salawaat upon Him (peace 
and blessings be upon him) as they read the text as this is a means of attaining good, rectifying 
wrongs and elevating one's station with their Lord. Neglecting to do so is from miserliness and 
is, ultimately, a source of humiliation for the individual. Why, after all, would one fail to do so 
when they know that for each prayer they send upon the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon 
him) Allah will send ten upon us! It is hoped that as one moves through this text, becoming 
more intimate with the life of the beloved (peace and blessings be upon him),  they will  be 



moved to send prayers not because of what they seek for themselves but rather, out of love and 
longing for Allah and His beloved (peace and blessings be upon him). 

          I ask, anyone who reads this text, please do two favors for the author: (1)Ask Allah to 
make my family firm upon the sunnah of His beloved (peace and blessings be upon him), save 
my family from the fire, and enter them in the gardens of bliss. (2) Send salawaat upon the 
beloved with the intention of making it  a gift  to my family. It  is for them directly this was 
written - so we can sit together and increase in our knowledge, faith and love. If anyone else is 
given a copy of this text and finds benefit, I seek their aid in benefitting my family also, as it was 
due to them that this book was conceived. And certainly, all success is with Allah alone.

اللَّھُمَّ وفقنا التّباع سنّة نبیّك مُحَمَّد 
َصلَّى هللا علیھ و سلّم بجاھِھِ عندك

  



Section One:
His Blessed Description

  (صلى هللا علیھ و على آلھ و صحبھ  و سلّم تسلیما)

          He is Muhammad, known as As-Saadiq, Al-Ameen (the truthful and trustworthy); Ra'uf, 
Raheem (the kind and gentle merciful one); Siraaju-l-muneer, Nur (the light giving lamp, the 
light); ni'matullah, Al-Mustapha ( the blessing of Allah, the chosen one).

          He was Abu-l-Qasim, Muhammad, the son of Abdullah, the son of Abdul-Mutalib, the son 
of Hashim, the son of Abdu-l-Manaf, the son of Qusay, the son of Kilab, the son of Murrah, the 
son of Ka’b, the son of Lu’ay, the son of Ghalib, the son of Fahr, the son of Malik, the son of An-
Nadr, the son of Kinanah, the son of  Khuzaymah, the son of Mudrikah, the son of Elyas, the son 
of Mudar, the son of Nizar, the son of Ma'ad, the son of Adnan (صـــلى هللا عـــلیھ و ســـلّم). It is through 
Adnan that the seal of prophets, Muhammad (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم) is from the lineage of  the prophet 
Ism’ail, the son of the Khalil of Allah, Ibrahim (علیھم الصالة و السالم جمیعن).  

          Know that, Ibrahim was from Ur in the North, where the complexion was "white", Hajjar 
was from Africa where the complexion is "Black" and Isma'il married into the tribe of Jurhum of 
the pure Arabs whose complexion was "red" - and in this way, the prophet (صـــلى هللا عـــلیھ و ســـلّم) is 
also a culmination of the black, the white and the red. (May Allah's peace be upon all of His 
prophets and messengers)

          Concerning this most blessed lineage, Wathila Ibn al-Asqa' reported: I heard Allah's 
Messenger (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم) saying: “Verily Allah granted eminence to Kinana from amongst the 
descendants  of  Isma'il  and  He  granted  eminence  to  the  Quraish  amongst  Kinana  and  He 
granted eminence to Banu Hashim amongst the Quraish and He granted me eminence from the 
tribe of Banu Hashim.” [Reported by Muslim]

          The beloved of Allah (صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلّم) was the most beautiful of all creation, indeed, he is 
the criterion of beauty. He was not excessively tall nor short but was of medium stature. His 
blessed hair was black with slight waves, neither curly nor straight; sometimes he would plait it 
into four plaits, sometimes he would part it to the sides and sometimes he would leave it. He 
shaved his head when he completed the pilgrimage to the house but other than that he would 
leave it so that sometimes it would reach his earlobes and sometimes his shoulders. His blessed 
face was not long nor round but roundish. His eyebrows were thick and so from a distance they 
looked joined, but they were not joined and when he would become angry a vein could be seen 
between them; His blessed irises were black and sometimes red could be seen in his sclera and 
his eyelashes were long and fine. His nose was luminous and sometimes it would be mistaken 
as large upon first sight but then it would be seen that this was just an affect of his Nur. His lips 
were moderate, not too large nor too small so as to distort his speech; his teeth were white and 
had a small gap between them so that when he spoke, sometimes a light could be seen shining 
forth. His cheeks were fully fleshed and he kept his beard full, reaching to his chest. His neck 
was long and thin and shown like silver and his face shown like the full moon. 



          He had wide shoulders, and so it is understood that his back and chest were similarly 
wide, while his chest and his stomach was in line, neither one protruding past the other. Upon 
his back, between his shoulder blades and to the lower left was the seal of prophethood, a small 
growth the size of a pigeon's egg. His arms were moderately long, as were his hands and fingers 
and all of his blessed joints were full and strong. His hands were softer than silk and his feet 
were fully fleshed and smooth so that the water from his ablution would flow off of them. He 
walked swiftly with intent, looking more to the ground than around him. When he sat alone he 
would be in deep contemplation, often looking melancholic while whenever he would meet 
with others, he was the most smiling of people, greeting others with good cheer. He wore the 
clothes that were easily available and normal to his time and place, and similarly he would eat 
the food available, though he preferred squash, sweets and a dish known as thareed. In this 
regard, he (صلى هللا علیھ و سلّم) permitted the believers, "eat what you like and wear what you like".

          The beloved of Allah (صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلّم) was the epitome of human perfection and as such, 
he  possessed  and  exemplified  all  the  most  noble  of  character  traits.  He  was  the  most 
knowledgable  of  people,  the  most  scrupulous,  and  the  most  austere.  He  was  noble  and 
dignified.

          He was the best of humanity in regards to companionship such that everyone thought 
they were the most beloved to him. He preferred to meet with others not having a preconceived 
notion of them. He was never asked except that he would give, assist in getting it, or supplicate 
on their behalf. He treated the strong and the weak, the wealthy and the poor the same but 
preferred to be amongst the impoverished and he was known to walk on foot to the ends of the 
city just to visit the infirm.

           He was kind and merciful; he was the most forgiving and generous - being most generous 
in the month of Ramadhan. He used to give gifts,  receive them and reciprocate.  He would 
accept the invitation of the noble and the lowly, the rich and the poor and he never criticized or 
looked down on others  contemptuously.  He would always  give  preference  to  the  needs  of 
others.

          He was equitable and tolerant, patient and forbearing. He never became angry for himself 
but rather would become angry only when the rights of others or the laws of Allah, the Exalted 
were violated and when he became angry he would avert his face and only manifest it in the 
most  appropriate  of  ways.   Still,  whether  on  or  off  the  battlefield,  there  was  no  one  more 
courageous than him.

          He was more shy than a girl untouched hidden behind her veil. He respected the elders,  
honored the youth  and did not distinguish himself in appearance from his companions. His 
laughter  was  a  smile  except  on  rare  occasions  when  his  molar  teeth  would  show and his 
displeasure and censure was but a hint or allusion. He never repaid an evil with evil and he 
never struck anyone out of anger, be it his wives, servants, children or other than this. Nor did 
he ask his servant, "why did you do this" or "why did you not do that".



           He would do manual labor, such as his carrying stones when building the masjid and 
assisting in the digging of the ditch. He would mend his own sandals and clothes, clean around 
his home and serve his family.

          He preferred the hereafter to this world and spent his time in the remembrance of Allah. 
He was the most God-Fearing and mindful of creation.

          Without any doubt, he was  Habib Allah, the Khalil Allah (the beloved of Allah and His 
dear  friend);  he  was  khairu  khalqi-llah  (the  best  of  creation)  and  the  perfect  example  of 
Ubudiyyah (slavehood/worshipful-ness), he had the best of attributes, granted to him by Allah 
- he was the truest servant of Allah (Al-Abdullah -  صلى هللا علیھ و سلّم). 

اللَّھُمَّ وفقنا التّباع سنّة نبیّك مُحَمَّد 
َصلَّى هللا علیھ و سلّم بجاھِھِ عندك

  



Section Two:
His Blessed Household

(صلى هللا علیھ و على آلھ و صحبھ  و سلّم تسلیما)

          The blessed households found throughout the life of Allah's beloved (صــــلـى هللا عــــلـیـھ و ســــلّـم) 
consisted of nurse maids, servants, wives, and children. The first to suckle him was his blessed 
mother, Amina the daughter of Wahb the son of Abdu-l-Manaf, the son of Zuhrah, the son of 
Kilab. After her was his nurse maid Thuwaibah, the freed slave of his uncle, Abu Lahab. Then 
he  was  taken out  from the  city  to  be  cared for  by  Halimah of  Banu Sa'ad with  whom he 
remained for more than four years.  When his chest  was opened and his heart  cleansed his 
mother collected him back but died on her return to Mecca. After her demise, the great woman 
who was honored to  be called his  "second" mother,  The mother  of  Usama bin Zaid,  Umm 
Ayman, Barakah, took care of him and returned him to his family.

His Servants:
         It is known that he had over 40 male servants which he freed and a dozen females, also 
freed. The most well known of them is the young man he adopted as his son, Zaid Ibn Haritha 
who was given to him as a wedding gift by Lady Khadijah; Umm Ayman whom he inherited 
from his mother and Maria the Copt and her sister Shirin.. Also there were more than a dozen of 
those who served him freely, not as slaves but out of love for him, such as Anas Ibn Malik (May 
Allah be pleased with them all). These were those found in his households throughout his life.

Others of His Family:
          There are many companions who were permitted in his home freely and had close bonds 
with him such as his adopted son,  Zayd and his son Usama, whom he loved like his own 
grandchild,  as  well  as  his  servant  Anas  Ibn  Malik  who  took  the  lions  share  of  narrations 
concerning the etiquettes of the prophet (peace and blessings be upon him). From his family 
there were also two of his eleven uncles, Hamza and Abbass who entered into Islam; and of his 
six  aunts,  at  least  four  had accepted Islam -  Safiyyah,  'Aatikah,  Arwa and Umaymah;  and 
Salman al-Farsi was also considered from the people of his household.
 
His Children:
          From amongst his close, intimate family were his wives, the first of which was Lady 
Khadijah bint Khuwailid  whom he married when he was twenty five, while she was forty. It 
was from her that all but one of his children were born - Qasim, after whom the prophet was 
called Abu-l-qasim (He passed away at the age of two); Zaynab who was married to Abu-l-'As, 
and there is much to say regarding this marriage; Ruqayya, whom the prophet (صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلّم) 
gave in marriage to Uthman; Umm Khulthum, whom, after her sister died on the day of Badr, 
was also given to Uthman in marriage so that he is called Dhu Nurayn (the possessor of two 
lights) (She then passed away in Sha'ban of the ninth year); and then Lady Fatimah whom he 
married to Imam Ali from whom she bore the three grandsons of the prophet, Hassan, Hussain 
and Muhsin, and his two grand daughters, Zaynab and Umm Khulthum (and it is only through 
Fatimah and Ali that the prophet's lineage proceeded). Then after the revelation there was born 



to her Abdullah, who was also called Tahir and Tayyib because he was born after revelation 
began.  His other son, Ibrahim, was born of his slave woman, Maryam the Copt, in the eighth 
year after the Hijra but died after only eighteen months. (May Allah be pleased with them all)

His Wives:
          Only after the death of Lady Khadijah three years before the Hijra, in the tenth year of the 
his prophethood did he marry any other. It was then that he married Sawdah bint Zam'ah ibn 
Qais, whom he married before the Hijra. She grew old with the prophet and once he was going 
to divorce her but she gave her days to A'isha in order to please him while remaining counted 
amongst his wives. 

     Then he married Umm Abdullah, A'ishah, the daughter of Abu Bakr, two years before the 
Hijra, while she was six. She then went to live with the prophet (صــــلـى هللا عــــلـیـھ و ســــلّـم) around 
eighteen months after the Hijra - when she was nine. She was the only virgin that the prophet 
married and he passed away when she was eighteen while she did not pass away until the 58th 
year of the Hijra. 

     Then, Hafsah, the daughter of Umar Ibn Al-Khatab, whom he married after her first husband 
died in Medinah after fighting in Badr. It is said that the prophet (صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلّم) divorced her 
but then was commanded through Jibreel to take her back out of mercy for Umar. She passed 
away around twenty eight years after the Hijra, during the years of the opening of Africa. 

     Then he married Umm Habibah, Ramlah the daughter of   Sakhr, Abu Suyfan. She was 
amongst those who made the first immigration to Abyssinia with her first husband who later 
converted to Christianity.  While  she was there,  An-Najashi  gave her  four hundred dirhams 
which the prophet (صـــلى هللا عـــلیھ و ســـلّم) sent as a dowry.  She died in the forty fourth year after the 
Hijra. 

     Then was the marriage to Umm Salamah, Hind, the daughter of Abu Umayyah. She was 
previously married to Abu Salamah who, when he was dying, prayed she would have a better 
husband than himself. She died in the sixty second year after the Hijra and it is differed whether 
she was the last of his wives to die or Lady Maimunah. 

     Then there was the marriage which Allah established from over the seven heavens, the 
marriage to Zaynab bint Jahsh who had previously been married to Zaid Ibn Haritha. She died 
in the twentieth year of the Hijra. 

     There was then the marriage to Juwairiyyah bint Al-Harith who was a captive from Banu-l-
Mustaliq and was part of the share given to Thabit Ibn Qais. The prophet (صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلّم) paid 
the contract of manumission for her and then married her in the sixth year after the hijrah. She 
died in the fifty sixth year after the Hijra. 

     In the seventh year after the Hijra, in the battle of Khaibar,  Safiyyah bint Huyaiy - from the 
descendants of the house of Imran - was captured. The prophet (peace and blessings be upon 
him) gave her her manumission as a dowry and took her in marriage. She died in the thirteenth 
year after the Hijra. 



     Then there was Maimunah the daughter of Haritha, she was the maternal aunt of Abdullah 
Ibn Abbass and Khalid Ibn Waleed. She lived in a place called Sarif, nine miles outside of Mecca 
- there the prophet married her, there she remained and that is where she died.some say she was 
the last of the mothers of the believers to pass away and that was in the year sixty three after the 
Hijra. (May Allah be pleased with all of them and send His complete peace upon them)

          There was also his wife Zainab, the daughter of Khuzaimah who was called Ummu-l-
Masaakeen  (the  mother  of  the  destitute)  due  to  her  always  feeding  the  poor.  The  prophet 
married her in the third year of the Hijra and she remained with him for only two or three 
months. In this way, he (صــــلـى هللا عــــلـیـھ و ســــلّـم) consummated the marriage with eleven wives. He 
contracted marriages with seven others but they were not consummated and so are not counted 
amongst the mothers of the believers. There is a difference of opinion concerning whether or 
not, after mothering his son, Ibrahim, he married Maryam the copt but the strongest opinion 
was that he did not.

          And Allah knows best and we pray He sends the best benedictions and peace upon them 
all...ameen.

اللَّھُمَّ وفقنا التّباع سنّة نبیّك مُحَمَّد 
َصلَّى هللا علیھ و سلّم بجاھِھِ عندك

  



Section Three:
His Blessed Childhood

(صلى هللا علیھ و على آلھ و صحبھ  و سلّم تسلیما)

          The light of prophethood was seen throughout the lineage of the prophet Muhammad 
 to Abdullah, the son of Abdu-l-Mutalib. It (عــلیھ الســالم) from the time of Is'ma'il (صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلّم)
manifested itself in various ways including the seeing of true dreams such as was the case of 
Abdu-l-Mutalib to the radiance manifested on the face of Abdullah. This light left the face of 
Abdullah and passed to the womb of Aminah when their marriage was consummated. Her 
entire pregnancy was made easy upon her and she experienced none of the normal difficulties. 
She gave birth to the best of creation on the second Monday of Rabi'al Awwal in the year of the 
elephant. When she delivered, a light shown forth from her which enabled her to see clearly all 
the way to the lands of Sham.  

          When he was born, the idols in Persia fell, the "eternal fire" of the fire-worshipers there 
became extinguished and the palace of Chosroes shook until cracks appeared and balconies fell. 
What is  more,  the soothsayers were informed by their jinn that their spying was no longer 
permitted in the heavens.

          He (صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلّم) was circumcised and named, Muhammad, by his grandfather on the 
seventh day after his birth, as his father had died six months before his birth, leaving him an 
orphan.  This  name  was  chosen  due  to  an  inspiration  given  to  his  mother,  Aminah,  his 
grandfather, Abdul-Muttalib, and others. 

          As was the tradition of the Arabs in Mecca, Aminah sent her baby son out to the dessert to 
be nursed as a means to protect his health and language, as the air and the Arabic language was 
purer in the desert. Left with no other choice herself, as well as his being the last choice due to 
his being an orphan, Halimah, the daughter of Abu Dhu'ayb of the tribe of Sa'adi took him with 
her to be nursed. Their household found many blessings through the person of the prophet (صـلى 
 including the full bellies of their flocks despite the struggle of all the neighboring ,(هللا عــــلیھ و ســــلّم
flocks to even be satisfied, as well as the resulting production of milk. 

          Due to the blessings experienced surrounding him, after the normal two years of wet 
nursing, Halimah and her husband, said, "by Allah, as long as we are able to keep him, we will 
never part from him". They returned with him to Mecca, to his mother, and continued to persist 
in requesting that they be able to care for him for another year due to an illness spreading in 
Mecca. She relented and so they returned, with Muhammad (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم) to their home. One 
day, while he was out playing with some boys, including his brother, the son of Halimah, two 
men wearing pure white approached him, laid him on his back, cut open his chest and removed 
his heart. They took from it a clot and then washed it in a golden basin of ZamZam water and 
ice and then restored it to his chest and stitched his chest closed, purifying the area with the 
remaining water. They then said, were you to weigh him against his entire nation he would 
outweigh them.



          The boys went running to Halimah exclaiming that Muhammad had been murdered but 
when she and her husband ran to him, they found him sound, despite being pale.  Fearing 
something evil had befallen him, they resolved to return him to his family in Mecca. Aminah 
questioned them regarding this  as  it  had just  been a  few months  since  they insisted upon 
keeping him. Halimah had at first tried to say that it was only because the nursing age had been 
completed and they feared some harm to him if he remained with them, but then she told his 
mother what the boys had told her. At this, Aminah said to Halimah, "Do you fear that he has 
been possessed by Satan? No, indeed! By Allah, Satan has no way to control him, for he has a 
great future in store for him...". He then remained with his mother who cared for him until, 
when he was six, on the return from a trip visiting her relatives from Banu Najaar in Yathrib, she 
fell ill and died at a place called Abwa, between the two cities.

          Barakah, Umm Ayman, (may Allah be pleased with her) took care of him and continued 
upon that even after she returned him back to Mecca and into the care of his grandfather who 
loved him and honored him in ways exceeding the care given to his own sons. He was raised by 
his  grandfather  until  the  age  of  eight,  when  Abdu-l-Mutalib  passed  away,  leaving  Allah's 
beloved under the care of his uncle, Abu Taalib. 

          The beloved of Allah (صــــلـى هللا عــــلـیـھ و ســــلّـم) recognized, even at that early age, the financial 
burden he posed upon his uncle, who was already going through a difficult time. To help assist 
in this, he took a job as a shepherd through which he learned patience, humility, bravery, mercy 
and compassion...as well as the love to earn one's own way by their own hands. 

          While still young, his uncle took him on one of his business trips to Sham. On this trip, the  
group from Mecca was invited to have a meal by a monk named Jarjees, known as Buhairah, 
who had noticed some indications as he watched the caravan from his monastery. He said he 
watched every single tree and rock prostrate as they passed and the clouds moved to shade 
them and upon meeting Allah's beloved (صــــلى هللا عــــلیھ و ســــلّم) he took him by the hand and said, 
"This is the master of the worlds. He has been sent by Allah as a mercy to the worlds". At this, 
Abu Taalib asked the monk on what basis he made this claim and he responded, "I know him 
by the seal of prophethood which is below his left shoulder...we find mention of him in our 
scriptures". The monk then insisted that he be returned to Mecca and protected as if the Jews or 
Romans were to discover him they would certainly kill him.

اللَّھُمَّ وفقنا التّباع سنّة نبیّك مُحَمَّد 
َصلَّى هللا علیھ و سلّم بجاھِھِ عندك

  



Section Four:
His Blessed Youth

(صلى هللا علیھ و على آلھ و صحبھ  و سلّم تسلیما)

          During his early years, he was also protected from the vices which youth often find 
themselves involved in. The prophet himself (صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلّم) is reported to have said, "I never 
resolved to do any of the bad things which the people of ignorance resolve to do, except twice, 
and  on  both  occasions  Allah  protected  me  from fulfilling  those  bad  things."  Both  of  these 
incidents entailed his wanting to attend the gatherings of youth, parties at a club, but Allah 
caused sleep to overcome him and so he was not able to attend them. So though the prophet 
 understood inclinations of youth in whiling away the nights and the enjoyment (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم)
of it, he was protected from every form of evil and that which makes one fall into it.

         When the beloved of Allah was around fifteen years old, the Quraish and its allies from the 
tribe of  Kinaanah fought a war against the tribe of Hawaazin which was called the war of Fijaar 
(wickedness) as it was fought in the sacred months. In this battle, the beloved of Allah was 
deemed to young to fight and so participated by collecting the enemy arrows and handing them 
to his uncles. Sometime after this, a man from Zubaid in Yemen went to Mecca on business and 
was cheated and humiliated and so he sought the aid of the Quraish but they refused because 
the man who cheated him was also a nobleman and chieftain. This Zubaidi man went to the 
Ka'ba and called out rebuking the Quraish and pleading with the descendants of Fahr to aid 
him. A council was held at the house of Abdullah Ibn Ju'daan. At this council, those present 
swore by Allah that they would be as one, supporting any victim against his wrongdoer. This 
became  known  as  the  Alliance  of  Fudool  (from  Fadl  meaning  nobility  and  virtue)  and 
concerning it, the prophet, while in Medinah, said, "I was present in the house of Abdullah Ibn 
Jud'aan when an alliance was formed, and I would not prefer to have in place of that alliance 
red camels. And if I were invited to  fulfill it in Islam, I would answer it".

          At the age of twenty five, he was known as being an upright business man and so was 
employed by Lady Khadijah to conduct business on her behalf in the land of Sham. To observe 
him in his character and business practices, she sent her servant Maisarah. On this journey, the 
beloved of Allah (صــــلـى هللا عــــلـیـھ و ســــلّـم) sold her merchandise and then purchased and sold more 
merchandise thus bringing more of a return than anyone she had sent in the past. Furthermore, 
Maisarah reported that he had witnessed only nobility, truthfulness and unparalleled character 
from Allah's beloved (صــــلى هللا عــــلیھ و ســــلّم). It was also on this journey that he sat under a tree for 
shade and the monk Nastoor came to him declaring that none has ever sat under that tree 
except  that  they  were  a  prophet.  And  so  again  it  was  foretold  by  the  people  of  previous 
scriptures.



         Upon his return, having been informed of all  that had happened and being herself 
impressed  with  his  character,  Lady  Khadijah  discussed  the  matter  with  her  close  friend 
Nafeesah who went to him and proposed on behalf of Lady Khadijah. Being pleased with the 
proposal, he sought the advice from his uncles who all agreed he should marry her, as she was a 
noble  woman,  known  as  "the  pure  and  the  chaste".  Almost  every  Meccan  chieftain  had 
proposed to her after the death of her second husband, yet she refused them all, and now she 
was proposing to this young man who, though of noble lineage, was still an orphan. Shortly 
thereafter, they were married and they constituted the core of the prophetic household in Mecca 
until she passed away.

          When the beloved of Allah (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم) was thirty five years old the walls of the Ka'ba 
began to split  and separate due to flooding.  The tribes tore down a part  of  the Ka'ba,  and 
rebuilding it - each tribe being assigned a specific side to work on. They collected only lawful 
money for this purpose and so were unable to rebuild it completely and so it  became as it is 
known today. But there arose a problem when the construct was almost complete. When it came 
time to placing the blackstone into its place, every chieftain wanted this honor and claimed it as 
their right so much that blood nearly spilt and they were on the verge of war. Mecca's oldest 
chieftain, Umayyah Ibn Mughirah  averted the shedding of blood by proposing, "O' people of 
Quraish, concerning that which you differ over, appoint the first person to enter the door of the 
masjid to act as a judge over you". When they all agreed upon this, the next person to enter was 
Allah's beloved to which they all  exclaimed in joy, "Here is the trustworthy one! We are all 
pleased indeed." The beloved of Allah (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم) had them bring a cloth and he placed the 
black stone in it and had the leader of each tribe assist in carrying the cloth and raising it to its 
place and then the beloved of Allah (صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلّم) took the stone from the cloth and placed it 
in its proper place. Everyone was satisfied by this and so all harm was averted. This also served 
to raise his honor in the sight of his people.

اللَّھُمَّ وفقنا التّباع سنّة نبیّك مُحَمَّد 
َصلَّى هللا علیھ و سلّم بجاھِھِ عندك

  

  



Section Five:
The Revelation Begins

          As the beloved of Allah approached the age of forty, (صـــلى هللا عـــلیھ و ســـلّم) solitude was made 
beloved to him as it freed his heart from the daily concerns of life, enabling him to  contemplate 
over the state of his people and the state of their society; He would also reflect and ponder on 
important questions such as the purpose of life, creation and most importantly, the Creator. For 
this purpose, the prophet would go and stay in seclusion in the cave of Hira for a number of 
nights, sometimes ten, sometimes more, until he ran out of provisions at which time he would 
return home. In this way, solitude and worship was made beloved to him. As he would go to 
and  from  the  cave,  whenever  he  passed  by  a  particular  stone  in  Mecca,  it  would  extend 
greetings of peace to him. 

          When the beloved of Allah (صــــلـى هللا عــــلـیـھ و ســــلّـم) turned forty, he began seeing vivid true 
dreams which were then manifested in the following day, unfolding exactly as he had seen in 
his sleep. In this way, he was prepared for the revelation that was to come to him and he was 
prepared for his role as prophet (صــــلـى هللا عــــلـیـھ و ســــلّـم). This lasted for six months and so the true 
dream is considered 1/46th of prophethood.

                    Being an orphan in his society, there were certain things that he was not privileged 
with, such as the education of how to read or write.  It is due to this that he is known as the 
"unlettered prophet" (صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلّم). On the night of power, in the month of Ramadhan, in the 
fortieth year of the life of Allah's beloved, he was on one of his retreats in the cave of Hira when 
the angel Jibreel came to him in the form of a man and said to him, "read." The prophet (صــــلـى هللا 
 responded, "I cannot read." When this was said, Jibreel grabbed him and squeezed him (عـلیھ و سـلّم
so tightly, the prophet feared he would lose consciousness. The angel then released him and 
said  again,  "Read"  and  again  the  prophet  responded,  "I  cannot  read."  So,  again  the  angel 
grabbed him and squeezed him until again he feared he would lose consciousness. Releasing 
him once more, the angel said, "read" and for a third time the prophet responded, "I cannot 
read." This time, after the Angel squeezed him to the point of fear of loss of consciousness, 
followed by release - the angel Jibreel said to him, 

"Read in the name of your Lord who created
He created man from a clot

Read and your Lord is Most Honorable
He Who taught by the pen

He taught men what they knew not"
(96:1-5)

          These words became as though they were inscribed upon the heart of the beloved of 
Allah, who repeated them (صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلّم). Thus began prophethood and the revelation of the 
Qur'an.



          The prophet (صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلّم) ran all the way down the mountain, to Mecca,  to his home, 
trembling due to this experience. As he ran down the mountain he saw the angel Jibreel in his 
true form and he filled the entire horizon. When the prophet (صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلّم) entered his home 
he said to his wife, "cover me, cover me." Once the terror of the experience subsided, he told 
Lady Khadijah, "I fear for myself" to which she responded, "Never! By Allah, Allah will never 
forsake you - as you keep the ties of family, you bear the burdens of the weak, you give to 
others that which no other gives them, you are hospitable to your guests, and you help those 
facing calamities." 

          After the matter had settled down, Lady Khadijah (may Allah be pleased with her) took 
him to see her cousin Waraqah Ibn Nawfal, who was a Christian who believed there was soon 
to be a prophet to be sent in Arabia.  Upon hearing the entire story,  Waraqah informed the 
prophet that it was the Angel Jibreel that had visited him, as he is Allah's messenger to all the 
prophets and messengers (صــــلـى هللا عــــلـیـھ و ســــلّـم). Waraqah immediately believed in him and was 
hence the first believer in the messenger of Allah (صــــلى هللا عــــلیھ و ســــلّم) as is understood from the 
prophet's words, "Do not curse Waraqah, for indeed, I saw that he had a garden or two gardens 
(in Paradise)." And, "I saw him in the middle of paradise, and upon him was a silk brocade." 
Waraqah (may Allah be pleased with him) said to the prophet (صــــلـى هللا عــــلـیـھ و ســــلّـم), "O my 
nephew...I wish that I were a strong, young man! I wish to be alive when your people expel 
you." Amazed by this, as he was loved and respected by his people, the prophet asked, "will 
they actually expel me?" Waraqah responded, "yes, no man has ever come with what you come 
with except that he has been treated as an enemy. If I am alive when that day comes, I will 
certainly support you and grant you much help." Unfortunately, Waraqah died only a few days 
thereafter (may Allah be pleased with him). It has been reported in the books of tafsir that it was 
in that very meeting with Waraqah when Suratu-l-Fatiha was revealed.

اللَّھُمَّ وفقنا التّباع سنّة نبیّك مُحَمَّد 
َصلَّى هللا علیھ و سلّم بجاھِھِ عندك

  



Section Six:
The Beginning of the Invitation

          After the incidents surrounding the first revelation of the Qur'an and the beginning of 
prophethood, some time went by and the prophet (صــــلى هللا عــــلیھ و ســــلّم) longed for revelations to 
come but nothing new was revealed. Not knowing what to make of all that had occurred, the 
prophet (صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلّم) became depressed, then, while he was walking, he heard a voice from 
the sky and he looked up and saw the Angel  Jibreel  again,  and he became frightened and 
returned home, it was then that the verses of Qur'an were revealed,

"O you enveloped in garments,
Arise and warn!

And magnify your Lord 
 Purify your garments

And keep away from the idols"
(74:1-5)

          It was after those verses were revealed that the prophet (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم) began calling and 
inviting those closest to him of his family and friends. At this earliest stage, Lady Khadijah, his 
four daughters, Ali Ibn Abi Talib, Zaid Ibn Harithah (known then as Ibn Muhammad) and, Abu 
Bakr As-Siddeeq were the first to accept Islam. Then, still  at  this earliest stage, through the 
da'wa efforts of Abu Bakr,  many accepted Islam including Abu Ubaydah Ibn Jaraah, Uthman 
Ibn Affaan, Zubayr Ibn Awwam, Talha Ibn Ubaidullah, Abdur-Rahman Ibn Awf, Sa'd Ibn Abi 
Waqqas,  Arqam Ibn Abi Arqam Al-Makhzumi and many others. Also, from the first to accept 
Islam  at  this  earliest  stage  was  Abu  Dhar  Al-Ghifari,  Bilal  Al-Habashi,  Suhaib  Ar-Rumi, 
Abdullah Ibn Mas'ud, Umar's sister Fatimah, and other prominent companions.

          The first three years mark the period of this "secret" calling, at the end of which forty 
people had entered into Islam. Thirteen of these were either former slaves or impoverished, 
while the rest were from the noble or higher ranks of society. Regardless of their backgrounds, 
those who entered Islam at this stage did so due to a purity of faith and their social differences - 
wealth or poverty, red, black or white, old or young, male or female - were in no way obstacles 
to their receiving the invitation or their acceptance of it. 

          At this early stage, the prophet (صــــلـى هللا عــــلـیـھ و ســــلّـم) was purifying the hearts of his 
companions. The earliest verses being revealed to them called them to reflect upon the creation, 
the  revelation,  the  Greatness,  Power  and  Wisdom  of  Allah,  His  perfect  Knowledge,  and 
submission to Him. As for worship, the only act they were commanded to perform was the 
praying in the night as revealed,



"O you wrapped in garments!
Stand in the night, except a little of it;

Half of it, or a little less than that, or a little more;
And recite the Qur'an in a slow manner..."

(73:1-4)

          The Muslims used to meet in a mountain pass outside of Mecca in order not to be seen 
praying by their tribesmen but later established as a meeting place, the house of Al-Arqam.

اللَّھُمَّ وفقنا التّباع سنّة نبیّك مُحَمَّد 
َصلَّى هللا علیھ و سلّم بجاھِھِ عندك

  

  



Section Seven:
Inviting the People Publicly

          In the third year of revelation, Allah revealed to the prophet (peace and blessings be upon 
him),

"And warn your tribe and near kindred.
And be kind and humble to the believers who follow you.
Then, if they disobey, say: I am innocent of what you do."

(26:214-216)

          When this was revealed, the prophet (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم) ascended mount As-Safaa and called 
out, "Yaa Sabaaha! Yaa Sabaaha" - and so the Quraish began to gather before the prophet (صــلى هللا 
 صـلى هللا عـلیھ) If any man wasn't able to go himself, he would send an agent. The prophet .(عـلیھ و سـلّم
 said to them, "suppose I told you that an army of horsemen were in the valley intending to (و سـلّم
attack you, would you believe me?" They replied, "Yes, we have never known you to lie." Then 
the prophet (صــــلى هللا عــــلیھ و ســــلّم) told them, "I am a clear warner to you of an impending, severe 
punishment."

          At this Abu Lahaab exclaimed, "woe to you for this day! Is this all you have gathered us all 
together for?" Then Allah revealed,

"Perish the two hands of Abu Lahaab"
(111:1 to the end of the surah)

          Then the prophet (صــــلى هللا عــــلیھ و ســــلّم) made appeals to each of the sub-tribes, telling them, 
"save yourselves from the fire" and then he turned to his youngest daughter and said to her, "O 
Fatimah, save yourself from the fire of hell, for I have no authority from Allah to avail you in the 
least, except that you have ties of kinship with me, which I will honor (in this world)." 

          After this, the prophet (صــــلـى هللا عــــلـیـھ و ســــلّـم) began to invite everyone, regardless of their 
origins. He would go to the gatherings of people, inviting the strong and the weak, the free-man 
and the slave, the rich and the poor - taking special advantage of the pilgrimage season for his 
da'wa efforts. For the most part, the people who rejected disbelieved and some went on to mock 
and ridicule, and others even began plotting against Islam and harming the Muslims. 

          Some of the leaders of the Quraish went to the uncle of the prophet, Abu Talib, asking him 
to speak to his nephew - to tell him if he will stop maligning their idols, they will leave him to 
his God. The prophet (صـــلى هللا عـــلیھ و ســـلّم) said, "O my uncle, will you not call them to something 
better than this?...I call them to a word which will cause the Arabs to submit to them and by 
which they would have sovereignty  over  the  non-Arabs...Say,  "laa  ilaaha illallah."  But  they 
rejected. The Quraishi leaders became frustrated with Abu Talib as he was a staunch supporter 
of his nephew, repeatedly reminding them of his truthfulness and good character, but still he 
showed no signs of interest in entering into Islam himself. When none of the deals and offers 



were accepted by the prophet (صــــلـى هللا عــــلـیـھ و ســــلّـم) they stooped to plotting to discredit him - 
spreading rumors that he was a fortune-teller, a madman, a poet, and a magician. What is more, 
the Quraish took every opportunity to mistreat him...and Allah continued to give him comfort 
with verses such as His saying,

"Therefore be patient and submit to the command of your Lord,
And obey neither a sinner nor a disbeliever among them"

(76:24)
And,

"Nothing is said to you other than what was said to the prophets before you.
Verily, your Lord is the possessor of forgiveness,
And also the possessor of painful punishment"

(41:43)

                    When the disbelievers realized their failure to stop the mission of Allah's beloved 
 they increased in their persecution and oppression of the Muslims until, by the ,(صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم)
end of the fifth year of revelation, Allah revealed, 

"O' My slaves who believe!
Indeed My Earth is spacious, so worship Me alone"

(29:56)

And other, similar verses, so a small group of believers, ten men and four women,  left Mecca in 
secret and migrated to Abyssinia. Abyssinia at that time was a prosperous Christian land under 
a just ruler about whom the prophet (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم) said, "In it dwells a king in whose presence 
no one is wronged".  It was also a land in which the Quraish held no influence. Among them 
were Uthman Ibn Affan and his wife, the daughter of the prophet, Ruqayya as well as Abu 
Salamah and his wife, Umm Salamah. What is interesting is that none of those who made this 
journey were from amongst the freed slaves, nor were they from a single clan - rather they were 
a diverse group from the nobles. This seems to indicate that they were not only fleeing the 
persecution; not just protecting their own faith but also spreading the message of Truth. 

اللَّھُمَّ وفقنا التّباع سنّة نبیّك مُحَمَّد 
َصلَّى هللا علیھ و سلّم بجاھِھِ عندك

  



Section Eight:
The Strengthening of the Community

          An interesting point to reflect upon is that despite the persecution, the oppression, the 
violence met upon the believers, not one from amongst their ranks left their new faith. But then 
the situation improved - within days of the leaving of the small group of immigrants, Hamza, 
the uncle, the nursing brother, and the friend of the the messenger of Allah (صــــلى هللا عــــلیھ و ســــلّم) 
embraced Islam. Hamza was a great warrior and so his Islam brought strength to the Muslims 
but his Islam was not originally due to faith but rather a loyalty to his nephew. He had just 
arrived back from a hunting trip when he was informed that Abu-l-Hakam Ibn Hisham had 
reviled Islam and the messenger of Allah, cursed him, and behaved shamefully towards him 
while Allah's messenger (صــــلـى هللا عــــلـیـھ و ســــلّـم) did not reply to him at all. Upon hearing this 
Sayyidina Hamza became seized with anger, went straight to the Ka'ba, not speaking to anyone, 
where found Abu Jahl sitting there with his people. He went straight to him, stood over him, 
raised his bow and struck Abu Jahl in his head, inflicting a severe wound, and then he said, 
"Would you revile him when I follow his deen and I say what he says? Answer me if you can!" 
Though he said this out of anger and pride, he remained as a Muslim and Allah opened his 
heart to Iman...upon which he remained until he was martyred at Uhud (may Allah be pleased 
with him).

          Only three days after that, another great warrior entered into Islam. Umar Ibn Al-Khatab 
(may Allah be pleased with him) loved his people and despite his youth, he was very concerned 
with tradition. When he saw Islam dividing the people, separating families, and now people 
were even leaving their  homeland due to  this  faith,  Umar decided to  put  an end to  it...he 
decided to kill the messenger of Allah (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم). Having set out with the intent to find the 
prophet and kill him, a man from the tribe of Makhzoom asked him where he was going and he 
replied, "I am going to kill Muhammad." This man, a Muslim himself, then informed Umar that 
his sister Fatimah and her husband had accepted Islam and perhaps it would be best to get his 
own family  in  order  first.  Umar went  to  their  home and found them reading Qur'an with 
Khabbab Ibn Al-Aratt who hid upon hearing Umar's voice at the door. When he entered, he 
asked, "is it true that you have left the religion of your people?" His brother-in-law responded, 
"O' Umar, have you not considered that the truth may be in a religion other than yours?" At this, 
Umar jumped on him and began beating him and when his sister tried to pull him off, he hit her 
in the face and she began to bleed. She yelled out at him, "We are Muslims whether you like it or 
not!" at which Umar became ashamed and sat down. He then asked to see the paper they had 
been reading from and on it was written some of Surah TaHa which he read, after being made 
to wash, up to the fourteenth ayat,

"Verily, I am Allah!
There is no God but Me,

So worship Me and establish the prayer for My remembrance"
(20:14)



          He then said, "tell me where I can find Muhammad" at which time Khabbab came from 
hiding and said, "rejoice O' Umar, for I have hope that this is the answer to the supplication 
made by Allah's messenger Thursday night : "O' Allah Strengthen Islam with either Umar Ibn 
Al-Khattab or 'Amr Ibn Hisham." He then directed Umar to Dar Al-Arqam where Umar went 
and entered into Islam at the age of 27 or 28.

          After these two great warriors entered into Islam, they would lead the Muslims to the 
Ka'ba in two rows where they began to offer their prayers publicly...which greatly frustrated the 
Quraish. Having heard this news, those in Abyssinia became overjoyed and desired to return to 
their homeland, their families, the Ka'ba and the messenger of Allah (صلى هللا علیھ و سلّم).

اللَّھُمَّ وفقنا التّباع سنّة نبیّك مُحَمَّد 
َصلَّى هللا علیھ و سلّم بجاھِھِ عندك



Section Nine:
Migration to Abyssinia

         When the Muslims returned from Abyssinia (under the protection of some of their 
tribesmen), they found that though the news was true, the situation for the believers had not 
improved but rather, had become more difficult and so, in the seventh year of revelation, Allah's 
messenger (صــــلـى هللا عــــلـیـھ و ســــلّـم) gave permission for them to migrate once more, returning to 
Abyssinia. This time, eighty three men and eighteen women made the migration but when the 
Quraish found out that they found a safe haven, they sent 'Amr Ibn Al-'as and one other with 
gifts for the Abyysinian leaders in order to petition the Najaashi to exile the Muslims from his 
land and send them back to the Quraish. Before meeting the Najaashi, they had given every one 
of his ministers a gift and told them that these foolish youth from their people abandoned their 
own religion and had not entered Christianity but instead adopted some new, unknown way 
and their fathers and uncles only want them to be sent back, as their own people are best suited 
to deal with them...and the like of this. Then, when they went to the Najaashi and presented 
him with the gifts and their claims and his ministers all advised him saying that they were right, 
the believers should be surrendered to their own people as they knew them best and we're best 
suited to deal with them. The Najaashi became angry at this and refused, mentioning that he 
and his land was chosen by these people and so the least he could do was to hear their side. He 
told them, if it is as these two say, I will surrender them over, but if the matter is otherwise, I 
will be a good neighbor to them as long as they remain a neighbor to me." He then summoned 
the Muslims and had his priests come as witnesses to the matter. 

          Ja'fr Ibn Abi Taalib, the brother of Ali, (may Allah be pleased with them both) was the 
representative who spoke on behalf of the Muslims. He said, "O' king, we were an ignorant 
people - we worshipped idols, we ate the flesh of carrion, we acted lewdly, we cut family ties, 
acted rudely to our neighbors,  and the strong from amongst us preyed upon the weak. We 
remained  like  that  until  Allah  sent  to  us  a  messenger  whose  noble  lineage,  truthfulness, 
trustworthiness, and chastity were well known by us as impeccable. He invited us to Allah - to 
believe  in  His  Oneness,  and  to  worship  Him;  to  abandon  all  that  we  and  our  fathers 
worshipped besides Allah...He (صــــلى هللا عــــلیھ و ســــلّم) commanded us to speak truthfully, to fulfill 
trusts, to keep the ties of kinship, to be good to our neighbors, to refrain from forbidden deeds 
and the shedding of blood. He also forbade us from lewdness, falsehood, usurping the goods of 
orphans,  and  falsely  accusing  chaste  women.  He  commanded  us  to  worship  Allah  alone 
without associating any partners with Him. We were commanded to pray, to give the poor due, 
and to fast. We believe him and we have faith in him, we deem forbidden what he has forbade 
us and lawful that which he has made permissible. Our people then transgressed against us and 
tortured us. They tried to force us to abandon our religion and return to the worship of idols; 
they tried to force us to see the forbidden as lawful as we did before. When they subjugated us, 
wronged us and oppressed us like this - standing between us and our religion - we came to 
your country, we chose you over all other people , we desired to live alongside you, and we 
hoped that, with you, we would not be wronged, O' king."



         The Najaashi asked Ja'fr  if he had anything which was sent to the prophet from Allah and 
when Ja'fr affirmed this, the Najaashi asked him to recite it, which he did until An-Najaashi and 
his priests wept until their beards were wet from their tears and An-Najaashi said, "By Allah, 
this and what Musa was sent with are from the same lantern." He then turned to the emissaries 
of the Quraish and said, "I will never surrender them to you".

          After this meeting, the two disbelievers decided on another attempt, and so on the 
following day, they returned to the king's court and 'Amr said, "O' king, verily, they say strong 
words about Jesus, the son of Mary. You should call them and ask them what they say about 
him." At this, An-Najaashi summoned the Muslims once again and asked them, "What do you 
say about Jesus, the son of Mary?" Ja'fr again went forward and said, "We say about him what 
our prophet came with - that he was a slave of Allah, His messenger, a spirit created by Him 
and His word which He bestowed upon Mary, the virgin dedicated to worship." An-Najaashi 
grabbed a stick and said,  "Jesus did not go beyond what you say even the distance of this 
stick...Go for you are safe in my land." He then ordered that all the gifts given to his ministers be 
returned saying they had no need of them for, By God, Allah did not take from me bribes when 
He returned to me my kingdom, so why should I ever accept bribery?" 

         At this, the two disbelievers left in a state of humiliation and defeat , returning to Mecca 
with all the gifts they had taken with them. An-Najaashi himself became a Muslim, keeping it 
secret from his ministers lest they overtake his throne. He died in the 8th or 9th year after the 
Hijra and the prophet (صلى هللا علیھ و سلّم) prayed the funeral prayer in absentia for him.

اللَّھُمَّ وفقنا التّباع سنّة نبیّك مُحَمَّد 
َصلَّى هللا علیھ و سلّم بجاھِھِ عندك

  



Section Ten:
The Time of the Boycott

          While those events were occurring in Abyssinia, the Quraish went again to Abu Talib and 
spoke to him about stopping the prophet of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) from 
calling the people  to  Islam.  Finally  they said to  him,  "We have asked you to  restrain your 
nephew, but you have not done so...either you stop him or we will fight him and you until 
either you or we are killed...". Abu Talib went to his nephew and informed him of what was said 
and said, "So spare me and yourself, and don't place on me a burden I can not bear." When the 
prophet heard all that was said, he replied (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم), "O' my uncle, by Allah, if they were 
to put the sun in my right hand and the moon in my left on condition that I abandon this matter, 
I would not abandon it until either Allah has granted me victory or I have died thereupon." At 
this, his uncle said to him, "go, my nephew, say what you wish for I shall never forsake you".

          When it was made clear that Abu Talib would not forsake his nephew and that the 
prophet would go on in his mission, the Quraish decided that each clan from amongst the tribe 
would attack the members who embraced Islam as a way to turn them away from their religion 
and they would openly kill Allah's messenger (صـــلى هللا عـــلیھ و ســـلّم). Upon hearing this news, Abu 
Talib called for the clan of Hashim and the clan of Banu Muttalib to support him in defending 
the messenger (as he related to them) and they agreed. Abu Talib then move the messenger of 
Allah (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم) to a ravine outside of Mecca to keep him safe and Banu Hashim and Banu 
Muttalib, as well as other Muslims gathered there - some out of tribal loyalty and some out of 
faith.  When the rest  of  Quraish saw this,  they took the opportunity and wrote a document 
declaring that they would not marry their sons nor daughters to them, they would not sell or 
buy anything from them, they would accept no treaty from them and they would show no 
mercy to them until they handed over the messenger of Allah (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم) to be killed. They 
then took this document and hung it on the inside of the Ka'ba. 

          For three years, all of Banu Hashim and Banu Abdu-l-Muttalib - believer and disbeliever 
alike - remained oppressed and exhausted in the ravine, under the declaration of the boycott. 
Nothing got to them except for some few things snuck in by remorseful family members. After 
three years, a small group of Quraish met secretly to plot upon the annulment of the boycott. 
The next day, Zuhair Ibn Abi Umayyah went to the Ka'ba and said, "O' people of Mecca, shall 
we eat food and wear clothes while Banu Hashim are dying, unable to buy and sell? By Allah, I 
will not rest until this cruel and unjust document is torn up." At this, Abu Jahl opposed him but 
then one after another of the secret counsel spoke in support. 

         Allah revealed  to the messenger (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم) that the document had been destroyed by 
insects and he informed his uncle. That day, Abu Talib left with some of his tribesmen and went 
to the Ka'ba. When the argument had broken out between the conspirators and Abu Jahl, Abu 
Talib said to them, "I will make a fair proposal. My nephew has informed me - and he has never 
lied - that Allah is innocent of this document and that He has erased every mention of His name 
from it. If he has spoken the truth, by Allah, we will not give him up until we die, but if what he 
says is false, we will give him over to you, and you may spare him or kill him as you wish." The 



Quraish accepted and looking in the Ka'ba, they found the entire document eaten by termites 
except for the words at the top "In Your name O' Allah". Seeing this the conspirators again called 
for an end to the boycott and finally,  in the tenth year of revelation, it  was agreed that the 
boycott would be ended.

اللَّھُمَّ وفقنا التّباع سنّة نبیّك مُحَمَّد 
َصلَّى هللا علیھ و سلّم بجاھِھِ عندك

  

  



Section Eleven:
The Year of Grief

          In the tenth year of revelation, after the lifting of the boycott, in the month of Ramadhan, 
the uncle of Allah's messenger, Abu Talib, passed away. This was most likely a result of the 
harsh treatment meted out by the boycott. Despite the best efforts of his nephew, he did not 
accept Islam before his death and this greatly grieved the prophet (صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلّم); concerning 
this Allah revealed, 

"Indeed, you do not guide whom you like, 
But rather, Allah guides whom He wills.

And Allah knows best those who are guided"
(28:56)

          Soon after the death of his uncle, the wife of the prophet, Lady Khadijah also passed away 
 lost his political (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم) In this way, in the tenth year, the prophet of Allah .(رضـي هللا عـنھا)
and emotional support, his beloved uncle who raised him and his wife who believed in him 
before he believed in himself. Because of this, this year is called the year of grief. With the loss of 
his two closest supporters, the Quraish became emboldened in their attacks against Islam and 
the messenger of Allah (صـــلى هللا عـــلیھ و ســـلّم). The prophet (صـــلى هللا عـــلیھ و ســـلّم) continued to call the 
people  day  and night;  publicly  and  privately  but  remaining  amongst  his  own people  was 
beginning to become too difficult to bear so he (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم) began to search for another place 
from which to establish the call to truth. 

          The prophet (صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلّم) looked to the tribe of Thaqeef in the city of Ta'if, the nearest 
"major" city to Mecca. The prophet (صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلّم) left with Zaid and when he arrived at Ta'if 
he went to the Chiefs and notables amongst them, amongst who were three brothers but when 
the prophet (صــــلى هللا عــــلیھ و ســــلّم) sat with them, inviting them to Islam and seeking support from 
them, they ridiculed him - one of them said, "If Allah sent you as the messenger I will rip the 
covering from the Ka'ba", another said, "did Allah not find anyone better than you?" And the 
third said, "I swear by Allah I will have no discussion with you. If you truly are a messenger of 
Allah, then you are the most dangerous person for me to reply to, and if you are lying about 
this, then I do not speak to liars." Realizing that it was to no avail, the prophet rose and went to 
leave their presence. But he asked the notables and chiefs that they keep his visit to them a 
secret  as  if  his  people  found out  that  he  sought  aid  from Banu Thaqeef,  they  would  only 
increase further in their transgression against him. He had remained there calling people for ten 
days when the chiefs had breached their trust and sent the punks and thugs, the riffraff and the 
children upon the prophet (صــــلى هللا عــــلیھ و ســــلّم) - chasing him and Zaid out of the city. They ran, 
being pelted with sticks and stones until they were both bloodied and, despite Zaid shielding 
the prophet's body with his own, the prophet bled so much that his sandals were drenched with 
his blood.



          The two of them took refuge in a vineyard and the prophet (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم) supplicated to 
Allah, "O' Allah! To you do I complain of my weakening strength, of my few options, of the way 
people humiliate; O' Most Merciful of those who show Mercy. You are the Lord of the weak and 
you are my Lord. To whom will You entrust me? To a distant stranger who will show me an 
unwelcoming face, or to an enemy, whom You have given control over my situation? If You are 
not angry with me, then I do not mind, though safety from You is easier for me. I seek refuge 
with the light of Your face, which brings light to darkness, and upon which the affairs of the 
world  and  the  hereafter  become  right  -  from  Your  anger  descending  upon  me,  or  Your 
displeasure befalling me. I will continue to seek Your pleasure, until You become pleased with 
me. And there is no power or might (no changing of states) except with You." 

          Allah then sent Jibreel and the Angel of the mountains who said, "O' Muhammad, it is as 
you please! If you wish, I will make al-akhshabain (the two mountains) fall upon them." The 
prophet (صـــلى هللا عـــلیھ و ســـلّم) replied, "I instead hope that Allah will bring out from their progeny 
those who will worship Him alone, without associating anything with Him."

          The vineyard they had rested in belonged to two sons of Rabi'ah, Shaibah and Utbah, and 
when they had seen what the people of Ta'if had done, they sent their slave, 'Addass to take 
some grapes to the prophet and Zaid. When the prophet accepted them and began to eat, he 
said, "Bismillah" before eating and on hearing this, 'Addass said, "by Allah, these words are not 
spoken by the people of these lands!" The prophet asked him what land he came from and 
when he responded that he was from Nineveh, the prophet (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم) said, "you are from 
the city of the righteous man, Jonah, son of Matta?" 'Addass asked him how knew of Jonah and 
the prophet replied, "he is my brother, he is a prophet like me". 'Addass kissed the head, hands 
and feet of the prophet (صلى هللا علیھ و سلّم).

اللَّھُمَّ وفقنا التّباع سنّة نبیّك مُحَمَّد 
َصلَّى هللا علیھ و سلّم بجاھِھِ عندك

  



Section Twelve:
The Night Journey

          On his way back to Mecca, they stopped for the night in a place called Nakhlah and in the 
night, while the prophet prayed,(صـــلى هللا عـــلیھ و ســـلّم) a group of Jinn listened to his recitation and 
they believed in  him while  he  was  unaware  of  them and they returned to  their  people  as 
warners. Concerning this incident, Allah revealed, 

"And We sent towards you a group of Jinn, 
Listening to the Qur'an..."

((46:20)
          
          The prophet stayed there for a number of days and group after group, one tribe after 
another of jinn would come to him, crowding around to hear the Qur'an. After some days, 
Mut'im Ibn 'Adiyy is said to have granted protection to the prophet (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم) and he and 
his sons guarded the prophet and Zaid until they returned to their home.

          Later on in the tenth year of revelation, after all of the loss and hardships, Allah honored 
His messenger with the miraculous night journey, wherein he rode the Buraaq from Mecca to 
Baitu-l-Maqdis and led all of the prophet's and messengers in prayer, thus attaining the titles 
Imam of the Prophets and the master of the messengers (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم). While there in Baitu-l-
Maqdis, the Angel Jibreel ascended with the prophet (عــــلیھما الســــالم) from heaven to heaven until 
they reached the furthest most boundary. At the first heaven he saw Adam and all around him 
were his offspring, on his right, those of paradise and on his left, those of the fire. And here he 
saw other matters as well. At the second heaven he saw the sons of two sisters, Jesus, the son of 
Mary and Yahya, the son of Zakhariya. At the third heaven he saw Yusuf and at the fourth, 
Idris. At the fifth heaven he met Harun and his brother, Musa, was met at the sixth. At the 
seventh  heaven  he  met  Ibrahim  who  was  leaning  against  Baitu-l-ma'mur  and  he  told  the 
prophet to convey to his ummah greetings from him and to tell us to increase in planting the 
seedlings of paradise by saying, "la hawala wa la quwwata illa billah, Al-'Aliyyu Al-'Adheem."

          Then he was raised up to the lote tree at the furthest most boundary beyond which none 
was ever permitted to pass. It was there that he left Jibreel and went before the presence of His 
Lord, spoke to Him directly and received the command to establish the daily prayers as well as 
the last two ayat of suratu-l-baqarah.

          After returning to Baitu-l-Maqdis, the prophet (صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلّم) mounted the Buraaq once 
more and rode it towards Mecca. On his way he saw a Quraishi caravan and one of their camels 
which strayed from them carrying two water skins, one white and one black. As he passed them 
he called to them the direction of the camel though they did not see him. The next morning, he 
informed the people of what happened and it was difficult for some of the believers to accept 
and the disbelievers used it to mock him more. But as proof, the prophet described Baitu-l-
maqdis to those who knew it, having never been there himself before that night, and he also 
told them of the caravan, how far off it was, what it consisted of and about the arrant camel. The 



disbelievers, including Abu Jahl, tried to sway Abu Bakr with news of the event but Abu Bakr 
replied in the words that should be our maxim, "If he said it, then it is true." He went on to say 
(may Allah be pleased with him), "I believe what is greater than that, I believe he brings news to 
us from the heavens, whether in the span of a morning or that of an evening," and it was due to 
this that Abu Bakr became known as As-Sideeq (The trusting one) (رضي هللا عنھ).

          Shortly after this, in the month of Ramadhaan, the prophet (صــــلـى هللا عــــلـیـھ و ســــلّـم) married 
Sawdah bint Zam'ah Ibn Qais, who was the first woman to migrate in the way of Allah (may 
Allah be pleased with her). She immediately moved into the prophet's home and began caring 
for his family (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و آلـھ و سـلّم). Shortly thereafter, the prophet (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و آلـھ و سـلّم) contracted 
the marriage with our mother A'isha (may Allahe be pleased with her).

اللَّھُمَّ وفقنا التّباع سنّة نبیّك مُحَمَّد 
َصلَّى هللا علیھ و سلّم بجاھِھِ عندك

  

  



Section Thirteen:
The Pledge of Aqabah

          After the return from Ta'if, the prophet (صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلّم) also began presenting himself to 
different tribes as they came to Mecca during the pilgrimage season. Abu Bakr (رضـي هللا عـنھ) had a 
specialized knowledge in the tribes, their clans,  their genealogies and histories and so, they not 
only sought to invite people to the Truth of Islam, they were also seeking to gain treaties with 
them for strength and protection. He was again and again met with impolite rejections, mental 
and even physical abuses from the tribal leaders. Abu Jahl and Abu Lahb would take turns 
following them around, discrediting them whenever they would seek to meet with any group, 
the result of which was, when he would say to the tribes, "O' people, say 'None has the right to 
be worshipped but Allah"' and you will be successful" some of the tribal leaders spit in his face, 
some poured dirt upon his head, while others sufficed simply with foul speech. The messenger 
of Allah (صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلّم) tried to avoid these conflicts by meeting people at night, visiting them 
in their tents and taking others with him for security, but still, his mission was proving difficult. 

          The prophet (صـــلى هللا عـــلیھ و ســـلّم) would go to the tents of the pilgrims, to the market places 
and to the sites of the sacred rites of the pilgrims and announce, "Who will shelter me? Who will 
help me so that I may convey the message of my lord? In return they will have paradise." One 
night, the prophet (صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلّم) met a group of pilgrims at a place called Aqabah near Mina, 
which is one of the places for the rites of pilgrimage. They were from a town called Yathrib 
where two tribes of Arabs, the 'Aus and the Khazraj, lived alongside three tribes of Jews, Banu 
Qaynuqah, Banu Nadheer, and Banu Quraidhah. Upon meeting this delegation of the Khazraj, 
the prophet said to them, "will you not sit with me so that I can speak to you?" They sat down 
together and the prophet (صـــلى هللا عـــلیھ و ســـلّم) recited to them some ayat of the Qur'an and invited 
them to Islam. Though they had never met the prophet before, the message was familiar to 
them as the Jews of Yathrib used to threaten them saying that a prophet would soon appear in 
Arabia and when he did, the Jews would follow him and with his help, overcome the Aus and 
the Khazraj both. They said to one another, "you know this is the prophet the Jews threatened 
you about so do not let them beat you to him." And though the Aus and the Khazraj were 
constantly  at  war  with  one  another,  they hoped that  Allah would unite  them through this 
message. The group consisted of six men who accepted Islam and returned to Yathrib, telling 
there people about the messenger of Allah (صــــلى هللا عــــلیھ و ســــلّم) until he was mentioned in every 
house in Yathrib. 

           The following year, another delegation came to Mecca. There were twelve men, ten from 
Khazraj and two from Aus. At this meeting, a pledge was made - they pledged to not associate 
anything as a partner to Allah, to not cheat or fornicate, to not kill their children, to not fabricate 
falsehood between their hands and feet, and  to obey the prophet (صــــلى هللا عــــلیھ و ســــلّم) regarding 
matters of good. The prophet told them, "if you live up to that, then you will have Paradise. But 
if you perpetrate any of this, then your affair is with Allah; If He wills, He will forgive you, and 
if He wills, He will punish you." This became known as the first pledge of Aqabah and the 
terms became known as the pledge of women as there was no promise to fight.



          When this delegation returned to Yathrib this time, the prophet (صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلّم) sent with 
them Mus'ab Ibn 'Umair to instruct them regarding Islam and teach them the Qur'an. He not 
only preached Islam, he also acted as Imam, uniting the two tribes in prayer under the banner 
of Islam. It was through Mus'ab's patience and courage that the two chieftains, Sa'd Ibn Mu'adh 
and Usa'id Ibn Hudair entered Islam.

          The following year, the twelfth year of revelation, seventy five believers from Yathrib met 
with the prophet (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلٌم) at Aqabah, seventy three men and two women. Al-Abbass Ibn 
Abdu-l-Muttalib accompanied the prophet, despite not accepting Islam. This was because he 
wanted to ensure the safety of his nephew. The prophet (صــــلى هللا عــــلیھ و ســــلّم) was asked on what 
conditions would they make the pledge and he replied, "pledge to me that you will listen and 
obey, both when you are energetic and lazy; that you will spend, both in poverty and in wealth; 
that you will enjoin the good and forbid the evil; that you will speak out for the cause of Allah, 
not fearing the blame of the critics when you do anything for Allah; that you will support me 
and protect  me when I  come to  you,  just  as  you protect  yourselves,  your  wives  and your 
children. If you fulfill these conditions, you will have paradise." The believers from Yathrib all 
stood up and made the covenant with Allah's messenger (صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلّم). The prophet's uncle 
then mentioned that he was adequately protected there in Mecca so if they could not protect his 
nephew, they should leave him be there. They replied, "...by Allah, we are a people of war, and 
the people of weapons, we have inherited these traits, one nobleman from another." But then the 
messenger was asked, "O' messenger of Allah, between us and people are ropes and we are 
about to break them. If we do this and then Allah makes you victorious, is there a chance you 
will then return to your people and leave us?" The prophet (صــــلى هللا عــــلیھ و ســــلٌم) smiled and said, 
"rather, blood is blood and destruction is destruction. I am from you and you are from me. I will 
wage war against those whom you wage war against and I will make peace with those whom 
you make peace with."  He then requested twelve Chiefs be sent to him, Chiefs whose pledge 
would be binding upon all of their people. So nine Chiefs from Khazraj and three from Aus 
went to the messenger and the rest were sent back to camp and the second pledge of Aqabah 
was then finalized.

          The migration to Yathrib did not occur instantly, instead, the believers of Mecca began 
making preparations. Both, the companions themselves needed to be prepared, as they would 
be  leaving  their  families,  their  homes  and  their  city,  but  also,  Yathrib  itself  needed  to  be 
prepared to receive the immigrants from Mecca.

          After the second pledge of Aqabah, the disbelieving Quraish bore down harder on the 
believers than ever before, harming them in ways they had never dared previously. Due to this, 
the prophet (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم) gave the companions permission to begin migrating to Yathrib. The 
believers began sneaking away in the nights, little by little and the Quraish did all they could to 
prevent them from leaving...they neither wanted them there nor wanted them to leave, such 
was the hatred of their belief.



          As the believers made it to Yathrib, what they found there was warm welcomes and 
wonderful hospitality as the believers in Yathrib shared with them their wealth, their homes and 
their food. 

اللَّھُمَّ وفقنا التّباع سنّة نبیّك مُحَمَّد 
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Section Fourteen:
His Immigration, From Mecca to Yathrib

(صلى هللا علیھ و على آلھ و صحبھ  و سلّم تسلیما)

          In the end, the only believers remaining in Mecca were the prophet (صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلّم), Abu 
Bakr, Ali, those captured or imprisoned, the sick and those too weak to leave (may Allah be 
pleased with them all).

          The disbelievers met at Dar An-Nadwah and consulted what they should do with the 
prophet (صــــلـى هللا عــــلـیـھ و ســــلّـم). Imprisonment was suggested, then exiling him, and finally they 
agreed upon assassination - that a member of each clan would stab him with their spears so no 
single clan would be guilty and they could all share in paying the blood money. That night, the 
Angel Jibreel informed the prophet of this and the prophet (صـــلى هللا عـــلیھ و ســـلّم) informed Ali and 
asked him to sleep in his bed, wrapped in the prophet's green hadhrami cloak and promised 
him no harm would come to him. What is more, Jibreel revealed the ayat, 

"And say: 'My Lord, 
Let my entry be good, and my exit be good.

And grant me from You, an authority to help me."
(17:80)

          This signaled to the prophet (صــــلـى هللا عــــلـیـھ و ســــلّـم) that it was time for him to make the 
migration himself. He informed Ali that he would be leaving that night and asked his cousin to 
remain in Mecca until he returned all the goods entrusted to the prophet by the disbelieving 
people. 

          The prophet slipped out of his house unseen, reciting the first nine ayat of "Yaa Seen". He 
went straight away to the house of his closest friend, Abu Bakr, who delayed migrating himself, 
hoping to accompany the messenger of Allah (صــــلـى هللا عــــلـیـھ و ســــلّـم). He informed Abu Bakr that 
permission had been granted for him to leave and Abu Bakr asked if  he would be able to 
accompany  him  to  which  the  prophet  replied  in  the  affirmative.  Late  in  the  night,  after 
preparing some things for the journey, they set out and went to a cave named Thawr where they 
remained for three nights. 'Amr Ibn Fuhairah was a slave of Abu Bakr who would bring his 
herds that way to bring them fresh milk and hide any tracks. 

          The Quraish spared no effort in searching for them, when they reached the cave, Allah had 
commanded a spider to spin a web across the mouth of the cave and two wild doves nested in 
front of the entrance so when the disbelievers saw the cave they did not believe it had been 
occupied for some time. Abu Bakr said about this, "I looked at the feet of the pagans above our 
heads while we were in the cave and I said 'O' messenger of Allah, if one of them were to look 
down at his feet, he would see us!' He replied, 'O' Abu Bakr, what is the thought of two, when 
the third of them is Allah? Don't be sad for verily, Allah is with us.'"



          On the morning of the third day, their hired guide, a disbeliever named Abdullah Ibn 
'Uraiqit, brought their two she-camels and led them towards the coast and 'Amir once again 
used his herds to cover their tracks.

          The pagans had all but given up, and so offered a reward of one hundred camels for the 
capture of each of them and so, many people went out in search of them. Not long before they 
passed the two tents of Umm Ma'bad, Suraqa Ibn Malik, a great tracker, found their traces and 
caught up to them. Abu Bakr (may Allah be pleased with him) said, "we have been discovered" 
but  the messenger of  Allah assured him saying,  "do not  be sad,  for  Allah is  with us."  The 
prophet (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم) supplicated against Suraqa and whenever he drew near, the forelegs of 
his horse sank into the earth and he fell off from it - and this happened three times. After seeing 
this occur, Suraqa asked the prophet to supplicate on his behalf and he would cause those who 
were  seeking after  him to  turn back and the  prophet  obliged him this,  in  this  way,  in  the 
morning Suraqa was their hunter and by the night, their guard. This is the same Suraqa whom 
was informed by Allah's messenger (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم) that he would wear the gauntlets of Kisra; a 
prophecy was fulfilled in the time of Umar (may Allah be pleased with him).

          After having heard news that the messenger of Allah (صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلّم) was on his way, the 
believers of Yathrib would go out to a rocky border of the city named Al-Harrah and watch for 
his arrival until the heat of the noonday sun drove them back to their homes.  A Jewish man had 
happened to notice them far off and announced, "O Arabs, here comes the sheikh you have been 
waiting for". The believers ran out to meet him and led him to an outskirt of the city named 
Quba where he stayed for some days and it was there that the first masjid was built in Islam.

          Ready to enter Yathrib, he sent for some of its people. It was an unprecedented day of joy 
and happiness in Yathrib, the people wearing their best clothes and celebrating the arrival of 
their prophet, men and women climbed to the tops of their houses to cheer his arrival and sing 
his  praises...Islam was  passing  from a  stage  of  constriction  to  a  stage  of  expansion  by  the 
permission of Allah. This signified the end of the stages of Da'wa and marked the beginning of 
the Islamic state. This blessed day, it was said that the city of Yathrib became visibly brighter 
and so it's  name changed to "Medinatu-Munawwarah" (The Enlightened City),  called today 
"Medinah" for short.  This also marked the start of the new Islamic calendar called the Hijri 
calendar as the years are enumerated beginning from the Migration of the prophet from Mecca 
to Medinah (صلى هللا علیھ و سلّم). And so this is written in the 1436 year after the Hijra.

اللَّھُمَّ وفقنا التّباع سنّة نبیّك مُحَمَّد 
َصلَّى هللا علیھ و سلّم بجاھِھِ عندك

  



Section Fifteen:
Establishing the State

          The first task the prophet (صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلّم) established in Medinah was the building of his 
masjid in order that the public acts of worship which were suppressed for so long in Mecca 
could now be established for the believers. The location of the masjid was chosen according to 
where the messenger's she-camel knelt down; a field owned by two orphans (Sahl and Suhail) 
which was used to dry out dates. They attempted to give it freely to the prophet but he refused 
and negotiated for them a fair price. The messenger of Allah (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم) worked alongside 
the believers in constructing the masjid. The walls were slightly higher than the average height 
of a man and were made of bricks. At that time, the masjid did not have any roof. The masjid 
had three doors, one in the back of the masjid and the door to the city which was in the western 
wall, and connected to the masjid, was the prophet's apartment where he lived with his wife, 
A'isha (may Allah be pleased with her) who came to live with the prophet (صــــلـى هللا عــــلـیـھ و ســــلّـم) 
seven or eight months after the Hijra- the door to that apartment was on the eastern wall of the 
masjid. 

          Not long after the masjid was built, the adhaan (call to prayer) was established to call the 
people.  It  was established in a way shown to Abdullah Ibn Zaid and Umar (may Allah be 
pleased with them both) in a dream, but with Bilal as the first Mu'adhin. Around sixteen months 
after the migration, the direction of prayer was changed from Baitu-l-Maqdis in Jerusalem to the 
Ka'ba in Mecca, and it was then that the prophet ordered that, at the northern end of the masjid, 
a roof be built of palm branches which were supported by date palm trunks; that area became 
known as As-Suffah and the poor and estranged were allowed to live there in that area of the 
prophet's masjid.

          In the earliest days after the migration, the prophet (صــــلـى هللا عــــلـیـھ و ســــلّـم) found that the 
Meccans who had migrated to Medinah were falling ill with fever and so he ordered that the 
swamps be drained and he supplicated to Allah that this fever, which was known in Medinah, 
be lifted. No one fell ill from this again thereafter. Soon after this, Abdullah Ibn Zubair was 
born.

       After this, the prophet (صــــلـى هللا عــــلـیـھ و ســــلّـم) formed bonds of brotherhood between the 
immigrants (muhajiroon) and the believers native to Medinah, called "helpers" (ansaar). This 
bond of brotherhood helped to erase all prejudice and tribalism, binding people together with 
Islam instead of lineage, color or cultural background. In this bond, one immigrant would be 
paired with  a  helper  and the  helper  would share  his  wealth,  home and property  with  the 
immigrant  who would work  for  them as  compensation,  as  well  as  teach  them Islam -  the 
original ruling was that they even inherited from one another but this was later changed. When 
Ali (may Allah ennoble  his face) arrived, the prophet (صــــلى هللا عــــلیھ و ســــلّم) made him as his own 
brother.



          Yet another matter that was dealt with very soon after the prophet's arrival to Medinah 
was the establishment of a state constitution. Having under his authority an entire city with 
citizens who were Muslims and non-Muslims; Ansar and Muhajiroon; Aus, Khazraj, Quraish 
and other tribes - and the three Jewish tribes of Medinah - the prophet (صــــلـى هللا عــــلـیـھ و ســــلّـم) 
established the rights and duties of the citizens of this new Islamic state. This pact consisted of 
over fifty points some of which established universal citizenship regardless of tribe, religion or 
ethnicity  and  that  Medinah  would  be  a  sanctuary  for  anyone  agreeing  to  this  pact;  Final 
judgment in all matters - be they dealing with trade, religion, family laws or crimes - would be 
referred back to Allah and His messenger (صــــلـى هللا عــــلـیـھ و ســــلّـم); Freedom of religion and the 
establishment of equal rights before the law; Anyone who was oppressed would find assistance 
from the people in Medinah; And all parties agreeing to the pact are bound to aid one another in 
the defense of the city if attacked. 

          This pact was agreed to, documented and became the first constitution under Islam.

اللَّھُمَّ وفقنا التّباع سنّة نبیّك مُحَمَّد 
َصلَّى هللا علیھ و سلّم بجاھِھِ عندك

  



Section Sixteen:
New enemies

          It must be remembered however, that not everyone from the Aus and Khazraj accepted 
Islam at first, and some only did so later out of political expediency or social pressure. One 
person, Abu 'Amr, who was a chief amongst the Aus, was a religious leader amongst his people, 
calling to the ways of Ibrahim, he felt his authority leaving him when the prophet arrived, and 
so, soon after, he took his followers and left Medinah, going to live in Mecca. Abdullah Ibn 
Ubayy, a chief of the Khazraj, on the other hand, felt robbed of political authority but instead of 
leaving, he accepted Islam outwardly while ever working against the Muslims and Islam in the 
society.
          What is more, when the Jews found out about the arrival of the prophet Muhammad (صـــلى 
 they would send rabbis to question and challenge him, and though some of their ,(هللا عــــلـیـھ و ســــلّـم
ranks, such as Abdullah Ibn Salaam, accepted Islam, the majority of the Jews rejected Islam 
because they expected a prophet from amongst themselves and could not accept that he was 
raised from amongst the children of Isma'il...and so out of pride and jealousy, they too worked 
against the Muslims. 

          In this way, though the first Islamic state was established and the situation improved for 
the  Muslims,  they  found for  the  first  time,  a  group of  people  who had accepted  the  faith 
outwardly while disbelieving and rejecting it  inwardly...finding for the first time an internal 
threat in the hypocrites, as well as a new external threat from the Jews. And let it not be thought 
that the Pagans of Mecca had given up their animosity, for they still desired to kill the prophet 
Muhammad (صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلّم) and to put an end to Islam but it wasn't until the beginning of the 
second year  of  the  Hijra  that  permission  was  given  for  the  believers  to  fight,  when  Allah 
revealed, 

"Permission is given to those who were attacked, for they were wronged,
And Allah is able to give them victory,

Those who were driven out from their homes unfairly,
Only due to,their saying, 'our Lord is Allah'"

(22:39,40)

          There are two terms mentioned when discussing the battles fought in the prophetic 
Seerah.  The  first  is  "Ghazwah"  which  is  when  the  prophet  went  out  himself  with  his 
companions (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم). The second is "Sariyyah" which refers to when the prophet (صـلى هللا 
 sent out a group which he did not accompany and about which the messenger of Allah (عـلیھ و سـلّم
 said, "By the One in Whose Hand is my soul, if it were not for the fact that some (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم)
of the believing men who could not afford to equip themselves felt bad about being left behind, 
I would not have failed to go on a single excursion in the way of Allah. By Him in Whose Hand 
is my soul, I would love to fight in the way of Allah and be killed, then fight again and be killed, 
and then fight again and be killed once more." (Bukhari).  There were fifty six Sariyyah and 
twenty five Ghazawaat (some say twenty seven) in the lifetime of the prophet (صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلّم). 



Of the Ghazawaat, only nine were major battles - Badr, Uhud, Khandaq, Banu Quraidhah, Banu 
Mustaliq, Khaibar, Fathu-l-Mecca, Hunain, and Ta'if. Despite the number of battles which were 
fought in the last eight years of the prophet's life, it should be recognized that in all, only 250 
disbelievers were killed and only 150 Muslims were martyred in those battles. This, in part is 
due to the code of conduct in battles established by the prophet (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم). These included 
a ban on children fighters, excusing Muslims from fighting, prohibiting the killing of women, 
children and non-combatants, showing regard for the faith of the enemy and their religious 
scriptures, avoiding unnecessary bloodshed, sparing the lives of the enemy on the battlefield, 
kind  treatment  to  prisoners  and  respect  shown  to  the  enemy's  dead,  sparing  material 
possessions, land, crops and orchards of the enemies in combat, forbiddance of unnecessary 
killing of animals, as well as protecting water supplies from contamination.

          Add to  the  rules  of  engagement,  the  prophet's  tactics,  strategies,  leadership  and 
willingness  to  be  advised and we can see  the  outward reasons  for  the  many victories  and 
ultimate success. However, the reality of how the prophet (صــــلى هللا عــــلیھ و ســــلّم) went from being 
ridiculed, oppressed, targeted for assassination, chased from his own lands and then targeted 
by army after army seeking to put an end, not only to his life but his message - to being the 
leader of the entire Arabian peninsula and firmly establishing the message of Allah's oneness in 
the earth - that reality lies only with the aid and assistance granted by God Himself, and with 
Him alone is success.

اللَّھُمَّ وفقنا التّباع سنّة نبیّك مُحَمَّد 
َصلَّى هللا علیھ و سلّم بجاھِھِ عندك

  

  



Section Seventeen:
The Battles Begin

                    In the second year after the Hijra, the qiblah was altered, Ramadhan was ordained, 
as was Zakaat Al-Fitr.  What is  more,  in this year Fatimah was wed to Ali,  and the wife of 
Uthman, Ruqayya bint Muhammad passed away. May Allah be pleased with them all.

          Also in this year, the first major battle of Islam was fought when  310 believers who were 
ill-equipped for battle met a force of 1,000 soldiers of the disbelievers of Quraish well prepared 
for war at a battlefield known for the well named Badr on the 17th of Ramadhan. Allah assured 
victory to the believers, even ordering Angels to fight alongside them on that day. In this battle, 
all of the elder chieftains of Quraish were killed - Abu Jahl was killed by two youth from the 
Ansar and finished off by Abdullah Ibn Mas'ud. Umayyah Ibn Khalaf, from whom Bilal was 
freed,  was also killed,  despite Abdur-Rahman seeking to protect  him. Abu Lahab remained 
behind at Badr but was killed later by Umm Fadl who fractured his head with a post, seven 
days later he died of infection. In total, 70 disbelievers were killed in this battle and 14 Muslims 
were  martyred.  As  for  the  captives,  they  were  treated  well  and  ransomed.  Al-Abbass  was 
captured but he believed secretly and so his ransom was made light. What is more, the husband 
of Zainab, Abul 'As was ransomed for the necklace of his wife but then, having been moved by 
the prophet's compassion, embraced Islam. Those captives who were unable to afford ransoms 
paid for their freedom by teaching ten Muslims each, how to read and write. The battle of Badr 
was thus the first major battle in Islam and the first major victory as well.

          Another change took place in Medinah, Banu Qainuqah became openly defiant to the 
Muslims, breaking the terms of agreement they had made with the prophet when he arrived 
 They looked for any opportunity to instigate trouble with the Muslims until .(صـــلى هللا عـــلیھ و ســـلّم)
one day, a gold smith went so far as to cause a woman's outer garment to fall from her and 
when she screamed and rushed to cover, they laughed but a believer who was present  attacked 
the  goldsmith  and  killed  him  and  so  a  fight  broke  out  between  Banu  Qainuqah  and  the 
Muslims. The Jews heard the prophet was sending an army to them and so they retreated to a 
stronghold where they remained under siege until  they realized they had no choice but  to 
unconditionally surrender. In determining their fate for breaking their covenant, Abdullah Ibn 
Ubayy, head of the hypocrites defended them. When he was the head of the Khazraj, he pledged  
alliance with them and beseeched the prophet (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم) to be merciful to his allies...so the 
prophet (صلى هللا علیھ و سلّم) expelled them from Medinah.

          In the third year after Hijra, Umm Khulthum bint Muhammad was married to Uthman, 
thus giving him the designation "Dhu Nurain"  or  the possessor  of  two lights.  The prophet 
himself also married that year, to Hafsah, the daughter of Umar. May Allah be pleased with 
them all.
          The battle of the previous year was a humiliation for the idolaters of Quraish, who 
yearned for revenge. In the third year, the newly appointed leader of Quraish, Abu Sufyan, led 
an army of 3,000 towards Medinah. The prophet (صــــلـى هللا عــــلـیـھ و ســــلّـم) held a war council and, 
though some advised to stay in the city and defend her, the majority advised to go out and meet 



the army on the battlefield. The prophet (صــــلى هللا عــــلیھ و ســــلّم) left the city with a force of 1,000 to 
meet them, taking every precaution. Along the march, a hypocrite named Ibn Salool withdrew 
from them with 300 others who returned to Medinah. Still, when the Muslims arrived at the 
mountain gorge where the battle would take place, the prophet divided the army into three 
battalions and he chose fifty of the best archers to defend the only opening to their rear, on a 
nearby  mountain,  'Ainayn,  while  the  battalions  were  ordered  to  keep  their  backs  to  the 
mountain of Uhud this way, the enemy could only mount forward attacks and could neither 
flank  nor  come  from  behind.  The  Muslims  quickly  gained  an  upper  hand  but  then  the 
commands of the prophet to the archers were not obeyed but instead they began to interpret 
them according to their desires and so the archers fell to Khalid Ibn Waleed and the enemy 
began to attack the Muslims from behind and confusion ensued. In all of the confusion, there 
was a rumor that the prophet was killed (صــــلى هللا عــــلیھ و ســــلّم) but a pocket of believers including 
Talha and Umm Ammarah fought vigorously to protect him, sacrificing greatly that day (may 
Allah be pleased with them). In the end, the hopes of a decisive victory was lost to both sides. 
That day, only 22 disbelievers were killed but 70 of the believers were martyred, including the 
Prophet's uncle, Hamza, at the hands of Wahshi who was promised his freedom for doing so by 
Jubair Ibn Mut'im. At the end, Abu Sufyan said, "Today for Badr. War is in turns, winning this 
time and losing the next..." Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) responded, "it is not equal! 
Our dead are in paradise while your dead are in the fire of hell."

          After what the Quraish did to the dead on that day, their leaving the field of battle in 
noway meant security from their savagery, so the prophet (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم) sent Ali Ibn Abi Talib 
to follow their tracks. This was for the best because Abu Sufyan decided to take his army and 
head to Medinah to finish off what he had begun. The next day, the prophet (صــــلى هللا عــــلیھ و ســــلّم) 
took a force to meet them again, but only the fighters from the day before were permitted to go 
out,  so  the  wounded marched forth  to  a  place  called Hamraa Al-Asad,  where  the  prophet 
commanded that torches be lit so at any given time, nearly five hundred torches could be seen.  
Seeing the strength of the believers, the idolaters did not engage. Instead, seeing that they were 
pursued after an indecisive battle, they felt that they were the losers on that day as well.

اللَّھُمَّ وفقنا التّباع سنّة نبیّك مُحَمَّد 
َصلَّى هللا علیھ و سلّم بجاھِھِ عندك

  



Section Eighteen:
Al-Uhud and Al-Ahzaab

          In the fourth year after the Hijrah, the prophet's wife Zainab, the mother of the poor, died 
at the age of thirty, as did his grandson Abdullah, the son of Uthman and Ruqayya - he was six. 
Also in this year the prophet (صـــلى هللا عـــلیھ و ســـلّم) married Umm Salamah. Hassan, the first son to 
Ali  and  Fatimah  was  born  in  Sha'ban  of  this  year,  and  she  would  become  pregnant  with 
Hussain within two months of his birth. May Allah be pleased with them all.

         In this year, Zaid Ibn Thaabit learned the language of the Jews - reading, writing and 
speaking - in just fifteen days at the request of the prophet (صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلّم), thus becoming one 
of the prophet's scribes and translators. 

          After the third year and the battle of Uhud, the Jews remaining in Medinah became 
hopeful of putting an end to Islam and so began to plot. They began plotting an assassination 
attempt on the prophet (صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلّم) while also stockpiling weapons in their fortresses. The 
leaders of Banu Nadeer had helped Abu Sufyaan before Uhud and even provided valuable 
information  against  the  Muslims,  blatantly  breaking  the  agreement  they  made  when  the 
prophet first entered Medinah, but now, they had even attempted to kill the prophet (صــلى هللا عــلیھ 
 by dropping a stone on him while he was seated under a wall! This was not only a breach (و ســــلّم
but an open act of war. They were given a warning to leave the city and ten days respite, anyone 
from the tribe remaining after that would be killed. They then began preparing to leave but 
Abdullah Ibn Ubai  went  to them and encouraged them to stay,  promising he and his  men 
would  protect  them.  Because  of  this  they  stayed  and  after  the  ten  days,  they  had  locked 
themselves in their fortresses but Ibn Ubai broke his promise and the Muslims destroyed the 
date palm groves that provided Banu Nadheer their wealth. Seeing their immanent defeat they 
asked to be spared on condition they fled Medinah permanently to which the prophet agreed 
(صلى هللا علیھ و سلّم)

          In the fifth year after the Hijrah, hajj was made obligatory at least once in one's life, 
Tayyamum (dry ablution) was legislated, and the command for women to cover was revealed. 
          This year also saw Allah's revealing the marriage of the prophet (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم) to Zainab 
bint Jahsh after her divorce from Zaid Ibn Haritha. It was also the year of the buying of bi'r 
Ruma by Uthman Ibn Affan from the Jews and then declaring it an endowment for all Muslims.

          Another neighboring tribe of Arabs had also been treacherous to the Muslims, allying 
themselves with the Quraish and fighting against the Muslims at Uhud. News then reached the 
prophet (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم) that Banu Mustaliq were mobilizing a force to move against him so  the 
prophet (صــــلـى هللا عــــلـیـھ و ســــلّـم) set out from Medinah with 700 fighters in a preemptive strike that 
caught them by surprise. The Muslims killed all the fighters and took their women and children 
as captives. Amongst the captives was the daughter of one of the leaders, Juwairiyyah bint Al-
Haritha, whom the prophet took in marriage, paying her ransom as her dowry. Because of this 
marriage,  the entire tribe was freed by the companions;  due to the new relationship to the 
prophet (صــــلـى هللا عــــلـیـھ و ســــلّـم). It was said about her, "no woman was ever known to be a greater 



blessing for her people." Due to this nobility and generosity experienced at the hands of the 
Muslims, the entire tribe embraced Islam shortly after. As a result, the Muslims increased in 
both numbers and strength, as Banu Mustaliq controlled a strategic territory between Mecca 
and Medinah. It was on the return from that battle that the incident of the great lie (Al-ifk) 
occurred.

          Later that same year, Salman Al-Farsi was considered from Ahlu bait (may Allah be 
pleased with them all)  due to his  suggesting the strategy of  the trench to defend Medinah 
against the confederate forces of the disbelieving Arab tribes. This was such a trying battle for 
the Muslims for, while the city was besieged by an army of 12,000 from the confederated Arab 
tribes from outside of the city, the hypocrites withdrew from the army and the remaining Jews, 
Banu Quraidah, plotted with the pagans, agreeing to attack the Muslims from the far end of the 
city. Alhamdulillah, their plots were countered and Allah defeated the siege forces with winds 
and unseen forces. While the Muslims feared, hoping in His aid, Allah showed them that His 
help is even near. Only 14 people died in this battle, 8 disbelievers and 6 martyrs.

          After the confederates broke up and fled, the prophet (صــــلـى هللا عــــلـیـھ و ســــلّـم) ordered the 
Muslims to immediately go to the stronghold of Banu Quraidah, and not to pray 'Asr until they 
reached  the  stronghold.  The  Muslims  besieged  them  for  twenty  five  nights  before  Banu 
Quraidah acknowledged defeat and they had only one stipulation in their surrender, that Sa'd 
Ibn Mu'adh judge their fate...this because he was a former ally of theirs. He judged that their 
fighters be killed, women and children taken as slaves and their wealth distributed as spoils of 
war...and this is what was carried out. This then was the end of the last of the three Jewish tribes 
of Medinah.

اللَّھُمَّ وفقنا التّباع سنّة نبیّك مُحَمَّد 
َصلَّى هللا علیھ و سلّم بجاھِھِ عندك

  



Section Nineteen:
The Treaty of Hudaibiyya

          In the sixth year after the Hijra, the prophet (صــــلـى هللا عــــلـیـھ و ســــلّـم) saw in a dream that he 
entered into Mecca with his companions to perform the minor pilgrimage, so when the first of 
Dhu-l-Qa'idah came, the prophet set out with his companions, heading towards Mecca. News of 
this quickly spread throughout all the Arab tribes, and since he went forth without weapons, 
only to perform the rites of umrah, he won the popular support of the Arab tribes. Taking a 
winding course to avoid any conflict with the Quraish, the were able to finally make camp at a 
place called Hudaibiyya, situated about 12 miles to the south of Mecca. The fact that such a 
large number of believers were able to travel that far and get so close to Mecca without being 
spotted rattled the Meccans, whose major forces were guarding the roads to the North. When 
they arrived at Hudaibiyya, Qaswa, the prophet's camel knelt down and would not continue on 
and the prophet (صــــلـى هللا عــــلـیـھ و ســــلّـم) informed his companions, it was prevented from moving 
onwards by the same One who prevented the elephants from moving forward. He then said, 
"By the One in whose hand is my soul, they will not ask me for anything by which they are 
honoring the sanctified things of Allah, but I will give it to them."

          The prophet sent a delegation to the Quraish informing them of his peaceful intent and 
that he would return to Medinah as soon as they were finished the pilgrimage. Uthman was 
sent and when it was feared he was killed, the prophet (ســــلّـم و  عــــلـیـھ  هللا   called all the (صــــلـى 
companions  together  and had them pledge  that  they  would fight  and struggle  against  the 
polytheists until death overtook them, being patient and not fleeing from battle. Since Uthman 
was not there to make the pledge, the prophet (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم) placed his second hand upon the 
first for Uthman. 1,400 companions made the pledge of Ridwan that day, the pledge under the 
tree.

          When the Quraish heard about the pledge, the leaders agreed that it was time to negotiate 
a  truce,  they sent  Suhail  Ibn 'mar  for  this.  Suhail  was  a  leader  known for  his  intelligence, 
cleverness, eloquence and political astuteness. The two sides negotiated and finalized the treaty 
of Hudaibiyya which agreed on a truce for ten years which permitted the Muslims to make the 
pilgrimage. But it also consisted of the agreement that if any Quraishi  went to Medinah without 
the permission of their guardian, they must be sent back to Mecca, while, anyone fleeing to 
Mecca would not be sent back. Finally, the agreement said that the Muslims had to return that 
year without entering Mecca but rather, they could return the following year and stay for three 
days only. 

          The Muslims followed the prophet's example after hesitation, and shaved their heads and 
sacrificed their sacrificial animals.  Many of the companions, including Umar, were unhappy 
with the treaty of  Hudaibiyya and then,  as  the Muslims were returning to Medinah,  Allah 
revealed Suratu-l-Fat'h and this settled the matter in their hearts.



          The treaty of Hudaibiyyah opened the door to the expansion of Islam, as, with a treaty of 
peace  between  the  Idolaters  and  the  Muslims,  the  Da'wa  efforts  spread  and  many  people 
entered into Islam, but what is more, the prophet (صــــلـى هللا عــــلـیـھ و ســــلّـم) was also able to send 
delegations to foreign rulers inviting them to Islam. He sent letters to Heracles, the leader of 
Rome, to Kisra, leader of Persia, to Najashi, in Abyysinia, to Al-Muqawqia, the ruler of Egypt, to 
the Roman Empire in Ash-Sham, and to the leaders of Bahrain and Oman. These letters received 
different responses and in each there are lessons to be learned.
         Along with the letter to  the Najashi, the prophet (صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلّم) also sent a letter to Ja'fr 
requesting that all the Muslims still living there in Abyssinia now make another migration and 
join the believers at Medinah, to which they complied.
         
           Towards the end of the year and entering into the seventh year after the Hijra, another 
battle took place. The Jews of Banu Nadeer were bitter due to their banishment from Medinah 
and were consumed with their hatred for Islam and the Muslims. When they left the city, they 
emigrated to another Jewish stronghold named Khaibar and from there they had instigated and 
even  funded Bedouin  tribes  to  join  in  the  battle  of  the  confederates.  Now,  with  the  treaty 
established with the Quraish, the Muslim army marched onto Khaibar and when the Jews heard 
of their approach, they fled to their strongholds and sealed the gates. The Muslims proceeded 
and conquered one fortress after another as they gained full control over all of Khaibar until the 
final fortress, Fadak in the North, quickly demanded a truce to spare their lives. In the end, 93 
Jewish fighters were killed and 15 believers were martyred.  The women and children were 
taken as prisoners but the Jews were permitted to remain in that area, allowing them to work 
the crops for a percentage of the yields. 

          From amongst the prisoners was Saffiyah bint Huyai, daughter of one of the Chiefs. The 
prophet (صلى هللا علیھ و سلّم) freed her from bondage and took her as his wife.

          On the same day as the conquest of Khaibar, Ja'fr and the others who had been living in 
Abyysinia arrived in Medinah. The prophet (صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلّم) was so pleased that he kissed Ja'fr 
between his eyes and said, "I don't know what makes me happier, the conquest of Khaibar or 
the arrival of Ja'fr." Along with them was Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari and other from his tribe who 
was in Yemen when they heard about the prophet (صـــلى هللا عـــلیھ و ســـلّم) and ended up meeting up 
with Ja'fr and the believers in Abyssinia and they remained there with them, as Muslims. There 
was nothing more pleasing to any of them than finally being joined with the prophet (صـلى هللا عـلیھ 
.(و سلّم

          It was also after Khaibar that the Jewwish woman gave the prophet (صــــلى هللا عــــلیھ و ســــلّم) a 
sheep she filled with poison in an attempt to kill him...she was left unpunished.

اللَّھُمَّ وفقنا التّباع سنّة نبیّك مُحَمَّد 
َصلَّى هللا علیھ و سلّم بجاھِھِ عندك

  



Section Twenty:
Fat'hu-l-Mecca

          Towards the end of the seventh year, in the month of Dhu-l-Qa'idah, the messenger set out 
for Mecca again, going to make the lesser pilgrimage he was prevented from the year before, as 
was agreed upon in the treaty of Hudaibiyyah. Other than those who had been martyred at 
Khaibar, everyone who was there for the treaty, also performed the umrah with the messenger 
 in all, there were 2,000 men, plus a number of women and children who went...(صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلّم)
also. This formed an awe-inspiring sight which amazed onlookers as they traveled to Mecca. 
The prophet (صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلّم) rode Qaswa just as before;this time entering into Mecca. Some of 
the inhabitants of Mecca went to nearby mountainsides to get a better look, some went closer to 
the Ka'ba but nearly everyone was watching as the Muslims did the minor pilgrimage rites and 
in order to show that they were healthy and strong, the prophet (صــــلـى هللا عــــلـیـھ و ســــلّـم) had the 
Muslims jog some in the first three circuits of circumambulation (tawwaf) of the Ka'ba.

          In the three days the believers remained there, the prophet's uncle Al-Abbass married him 
to Maimunah who was the aunt of Khalid Ibn Waleed and Abdullah Ibn Abbass.
          Seeing the dignity, honor and strength of the Muslims, many people in Mecca openly 
embraced Islam, it is said that at least one member of every household entered into Islam at that 
time. From those were the two great generals, Khalid Ibn Waleed and 'Amr Ibn 'Al-'Aas.

                    In the eighth year after the Hijra, the prophet's daughter Zainab passed away and 
his son Ibrahim was born to Maryam the Copt who was sent to him as a gift from the leader of 
Egypt. 
          Also in this year, the prophet (صــــلى هللا عــــلیھ و ســــلّم) sent a force of three thousand fighters to 
Syria  to  fight  the  Arabs  living  under  the  Roman  Empire  who  had  persecuted  those  who 
accepted Islam in their regions. The prophet (صــــلـى هللا عــــلـیـھ و ســــلّـم) sent the army under Zaid Ibn 
Harithah but commanded Ja'fr  Ibn Abi Talib to take command if  he fell,  and if  he too fell, 
command was to go to Abdullah Ibn Rawaahah. The prophet advised them, "I advise you to 
fear Allah and to treat well those Muslims who are with you. In the name of Allah and in the 
way of Allah, attack those who disbelieve in Allah. Do not act treacherously, do not kill a child, 
or a woman, or a decrepit old man, or anyone who seeks refuge in a monastery. Do not go near 
a date palm tree, do not cut down a tree, and do not tear down a building. When you meet your 
enemies from the idolaters, invite them to one of three: Islam, jizyah (taxation) or war."

          In the battle itself, all three leaders fell and Khalid Ibn Waleed was given the banner. 
Khalid, in need of a strategy to facilitate a retreat, changed the position of his units in order to 
make it seem that reinforcements had come and the enemy was surprised by the new faces in 
front of them launching concentrated attacks, causing them to  retreat a little and hold back their 
attacks. Khalid Ibn Waleed took full advantage of the window of opportunity and began a full 
retreat from the battlefield. That successful retreat that day was the best the Muslims could hope 
for against the army of a hundred thousand Roman arabs which they faced. It is unknown how 
many of  the  idolaters  died that  day but  only  thirteen Muslims were  martyred.  Khalid  Ibn 
Waleed himself broke nine swords in battle that day, he was holding his last sword when they 



left from the field of battle...it was due to that battle the prophet named Khalid "the sword of 
Allah".

          Later in this year, two tribes fought, one attacking the other. The tribe of Banu Bakr 
attacked Khuzaa'ah who fled seeking refuge at  the Ka'ba,  a  place where it  was universally 
agreed fighting should not take place...but Banu Bakr pursued and continued to attack and kill 
the Khuzaa'ah at this sacred place. Khuzaa'ah, who were allies to the Muslims, sought help 
from the prophet (صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلّم) who decided to march against Banu Bakr and their allies, the 
Quraish, who aided them in this struggle. Realizing their error, Abu Sufyan tried to go speak 
with the prophet but received no reply.

          The prophet (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم) quickly moved towards Mecca with an army of 10,000. They 
camped just outside the city and the prophet ordered campfires to be lit so at night, outside of 
the city was completely lit while the city itself was in the darkness of night...this was true shock 
and awe. Abu Sufyan made his way to the camps of the believers and  to the prophet (صـلى هللا عـلیھ 
 who said to him, " woe to you. Isn't it time you bear witness to the oneness of Allah and (و ســــلّـم
the messengership of Muhammad?" Abu Sufyan knew that Islam was the truth and felt that this 
was the time to embrace it. After he accepted Islam, the prophet showed him the might of the 
Muslim forces and declared that anyone who enters the house of Abu Sufyan is safe, any one 
who enters  the  masjid  is  safe  and anyone  who remains  in  their  homes  are  safe.  When he 
returned and informed the people of this, many were angry with him, including his wife, but he 
convinced them that they could not win if they fought.

          The next day, the prophet entered into Mecca, riding Qaswaa, donning his black turban, 
humble, bowing so lowly his chin nearly touched his saddle...he had given his army orders not 
to fight anyone unless attacked. Only one unit was met with a minor skirmish in a corner of the 
town which left 13 disbelievers dead and three Muslims martyred. Other than that, the opening 
of Mecca was completely peaceful. The prophet (صــــلـى هللا عــــلـیـھ و ســــلّـم) rose straight to the Ka'ba, 
touching the black stone with his staff before doing seven circuits around it. He then turned 
away from the Ka'ba and faced the idols that surrounded it in a wide circle, he rode around, 
pointing at each idol while repeating the words of Allah,

"The Truth has come and falsehood has perished,
Verily falsehood is ever perishing"

(17:81)

          As he went, each of the 360 idols surrounding the Ka'ba fell forward on its face one by 
one. He then dismounted and prayed at the station of Ibrahim before going and taking a drink 
from the well of ZamZam. The doors of the Ka'ba were then opened and the prophet, Usaamah 
and Bilal entered and the doors were closed behind them, Bilal then mounted the Ka'ba and 
called the Adhan from the Ka'ba for the first time.

          After twenty years of persecution, the prophet (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم) stood at the Ka'ba, with an 
army of 10,000, as victor. The Quraish were gathered near and as they waited to see what would 
be done to them...the prophet announced, "No reproach upon you this day, May Allah forgive 



you." There was no punishment meted out to them at all. At this mercy, nearly all of the Quraish 
embraced Islam. 

          After the opening of Mecca, the Muslims remained there for a month and then set out for 
Hunain with an army of twelve thousand on the fifth of Shawwal. Some foolishly thought their 
numbers gave them strength, saying, "today we will not lose, due to our numbers". However, 
when they met the tribal alliance of Hawazin and Thaqeef and was ambushed and routed, it 
was only the bravery of the prophet (صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلّم) that rallied the troops to return and route 
the enemy who fled to Ta'if. The Muslims besieged the city but then lifted the siege, and as they 
left, the prophet supplicated for them, saying, "O' Allah, guide Thaqeef and bring them to us 
announcing their entry into Islam."

اللَّھُمَّ وفقنا التّباع سنّة نبیّك مُحَمَّد 
َصلَّى هللا علیھ و سلّم بجاھِھِ عندك

  



Section Twenty One:
His Farewell Pilgrimage

(صلى هللا علیھ و على آلھ و صحبھ  و سلّم تسلیما)

          In the ninth year after the Hijra, the Muslims went out in the most difficult of times for the 
expedition of Tabook, a land loyal and answerable to the Roman Empire. The reason for this 
expedition was news of the mobilization of the roman Arabian armies against the believers. The 
prophet (صــــلى هللا عــــلیھ و ســــلّم) prepared the believers to mount a pre-emptive strike. The Muslims 
brought whatever they could to donate for the war effort. When the Muslims arrived at the 
battlefield, they waited for twenty nights but the Roman forces chose not to show up for the 
battle.  The  rulers  of  the  surrounding  Syrian  cities  decided  to  go  and  seek  peace  treaties, 
promising to pay the taxation. In this way, no battle took place.

          After their return from Tabook, the prophet (صـــلى هللا عـــلیھ و ســـلّم) was met with a delegation 
from Thaqeef accepting Islam. It was the case then that the prophet (صـــلى هللا عـــلیھ و ســـلّم) was met 
with regular delegations from all over of tribes either embracing Islam or pledging the taxation. 
Due to all of the delegations arriving, the prophet was not able to make hajj that year and so 
delegated Abu Bakr to lead the pilgrims.

          Due to all of the successes, wealth began to pour into Medinah and so the prophet gave 
his wives a choice - they could choose the life of this world and he would grant them divorce, or 
choose Allah, His messenger and the life to come. Not one of them hesitated in choosing the 
latter, saying in a unified voice, "we want Allah, His messenger and the life of the hereafter."

         This year, the prophet's son Ibrahim passed away at eighteen months old, as did his 
daughter, Umm Khulthum and  the Najaashi (may Allah be pleased with all of them). Abdullah 
Ibn Ubay also ceased being a trial for the believers this year. Each of these has its own lessons.

          In the tenth year after the Hijra, the prophet (صــــلـى هللا عــــلـیـھ و ســــلّـم) offered his hajj, entering 
Mecca with over a hundred thousand pilgrims.  On the ninth of Dhul-Hijja,  on the plain of 
Arafah, the prophet (صلى هللا علیھ و سلّم) delivered his farewell sermon:

"All praise is due to Allah. We glorify Him and seek His help and pardon, and to Him we turn. 
We take refuge with Allah from the evils of ourselves and the evil consequences of our actions. 
There is none that can lead astray those whom Allah guides aright and there is none who can 
lead aright those whom Allah leads astray. I bear witness that there is no God other than Allah 
alone,  having  no  partner  with  Him;  and I  bear  witness  that  Muhammad is  His  slave  and 
messenger. I urge you all to taqwa - to proceed:

"O' people, listen to my words as I will deliver you a message and I do not know whether we 
shall meet again after this. O' people, verily, your blood, your property and your honor are as 
sacred and inviolable as this day and this month is sacred to you...until you appear before your 
Lord. Verily, you will meet your Lord and you will be taken to account for your actions. Have I 
not conveyed the message? 



O' Allah be my witness.

"He who has any trust with him should restore it to the person who deposited it with him.

"Beware, no one is responsible for the committing of a crime other than the one who perpetrates 
it. Neither is the son responsible for the crime of the father nor the father for the crime of the 
son.

"O' people, listen to my words and understand them. You must know that a Muslim is the 
brother of another Muslim and they form a single brotherhood. Nothing of his brother is lawful 
for a Muslim except what he himself willingly gives, so do not oppress one another. 
O' Allah have I not conveyed the message?

"Behold! All practices of paganism and ignorance are now under my feet. The blood-revenge of 
the days of ignorance are remitted. The first claim to blood I abolish is that of is that of Rabi'a 
Ibn Harith who was nursed in the Sa'd tribe and whom Hudhail killed. 

"Also, Usury is forbidden, but you are entitled to your principle. Wrong not and you will not be 
wronged! Allah has decreed that there should be no usury and I begin this by remitting the 
interest owed to 'Abbass Ibn Abdu-l-Muttalib...verily, it is remitted entirely.

"O people, Fear Allah concerning women. Verily you have taken them as a trust from Allah and 
have made them lawful to you by the word of Allah. Indeed, you have certain rights over your 
women, and they too have certain rights over you. Fulfill your rights over them and if they 
commit any act of impropriety, you have the authority to chastise them, but not severely. If your 
wives  refrain  from  impropriety  and  are  faithful  to  you,  then  feed  them  and  clothe  them 
appropriately. 
Lay injunctions upon your women, but do so with gentleness.

"O' people, listen and obey even if it be a disfigured Abyssinian slave placed as an Amir over 
you, as long as he executes the book of Allah among you.

"O' people, indeed Allah has ordained to every man the shares of his inheritance. The children 
belong to the marriage bed and the violator of the marriage bond shall be stoned. The one who 
attributes to his ancestry other than his ascendants, the curse of Allah be upon them, and that of 
the angels and the people. Allah will accept from him neither repentance nor piety.

"O' people, verily Satan is disappointed at being worshipped in this land of yours, but he may 
be obeyed in less than that. He may be pleased in matters you may be disposed to think of little 
concern, so beware of him in matters of your religion.

"Verily, I have left amongst you the book of Allah and the sunnah of His prophet which, if you 
hold fast to it, you shall never go astray. 

"And if you were asked about me, what would you say?"



At this,  all  124,000  responded,  "we bear  witness  that  you have conveyed the  message  and 
discharged your duty".

          The next day, the prophet (صلى هللا علیھ و سلّم) addressed them again, similarly but adding,

"And your slaves! See that you feed them with such food as you eat yourselves and clothe them 
with the clothes which you wear. If they commit a fault that you do not wish to forgive, then 
part with them for they are servants of Allah and are not to be chastised (beaten).

"Behold! Listen to me. Worship your Lord, offer the five daily prayers, fast Ramadhan, make 
pilgrimage  to  the  house,  willingly  pay  the  zakat  and  obey  whatever  I  have  commanded 
you...only then will you enter paradise.

"Let him that is present convey this to the one who is absent. Perhaps it is the one to whom this 
message is conveyed will understand it better than the one who conveys it."

          Then, on the following day, the prophet (صــــلى هللا عــــلیھ و ســــلّم) addressed them similarly, yet 
again, and added to the message,

"O' People,  indeed, your Lord is  One and your father is  one.  All  of  you belong to a single 
ancestry going back to Adam and Adam was created from clay. There is no superiority for an 
Arab over a non-Arab or for a non-Arab over an Arab; nor is there superiority for the white over 
the black nor the black over the white - except in piety. Indeed! The most noble of you are those 
who are most pious."

          After this, he again asked them to confirm that he had delivered the message and again 
they affirmed this in one voice and then he called out to Allah, "O' Lord, bear witness" three 
times.

          Immediately after the prophet completed the deliverance of his speech, Allah revealed, 

"...This day I have perfected for you your religion,
Completed My favor upon you 

And chosen for you Islam as your deen..."
(5:3)

         The prophet (صــــلى هللا عــــلیھ و ســــلّم) remained in Mecca for a few days after completing all the 
rights of Hajj and then returned to Medinah.

اللَّھُمَّ وفقنا التّباع سنّة نبیّك مُحَمَّد 
َصلَّى هللا علیھ و سلّم بجاھِھِ عندك

  



Section Twenty Two:
His Leaving the Life of this World

(صلى هللا علیھ و على آلھ و صحبھ  و سلّم تسلیما)

          Leading up to the farewell hajj, Imam Ali (may Allah ennoble his face) was sent with a 
force to open Yemen. After the victory, many spoils of war were taken but Imam Ali did not 
allow them to be divided amongst the troops, wanting instead to deliver them fully, untouched 
to Allah's messenger (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم). Ali rode ahead to meet with the messenger of Allah (صـلى 
 and while he was gone, his deputy commander distributed the war booty. What is (هللا عــــلیھ و ســــلّم
more, the soldiers complained about Ali. Some of those soldiers went to the messenger of Allah 
 and complained directly. On the way back from the pilgrimage, the group of a (صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلّم)
few thousand heading north towards Medinah stopped at a well named Khumm. There the 
prophet (صـــلى هللا عـــلیھ و ســـلّم) addressed the crowd and told them, amongst other things, that "for 
whoever I am their Mawla (master) then Ali is their Mawla."

          In the beginning of the eleventh year after the Hijra, the prophet (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم) began to 
mobilize a huge army to face the Romans. At the head of this army he placed Usama, the son of 
Zaid who was martyred at the battle of Mu'tah.

          There were many signs indicating the nearness of the end of his mission and on the 28th 
night of Saffar,  the prophet (صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلّم) visited the inhabitants of Baqee and the martyrs of 
Uhud, and as he returned home, he was afflicted with a painful headache. He (صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلّم) 
continued to lead the people in prayer for the next eleven days but as the pain increased and a 
fever developed, the prophet (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم) sought permission from all of his wives to remain 
in  the home of  A'isha,  which they granted him (may Allah be pleased with them all).  His 
condition grew worse until he began losing consciousness many times in a day. In these final 
days, the prophet gave specific warnings and advice such as his saying, "Allah has cursed the 
Jews and Christians because they turned the graves of their prophet's into places of worship" - 
warning the Muslims not to do this concerning him. He also said, "Prayer. Prayer and what 
your right hands possess" - meaning here, adhere to the prayer and fulfill your responsibilities. 
It was not long after the prophet (صــــلى هللا عــــلیھ و ســــلّم) used the mistake to clean his teeth that the 
Angel of death came and gave him the choice and he spoke his final words, "The most exalted 
companionship on high" (اللَّھُمَّ الرفیق األعلى).

          After twenty three years of revelation, Allah had given him victory over the entire Arabian 
peninsula, foreign leaders and believers everywhere. Chiefs and rulers of the disbelievers knew 
of  him and feared him.  He had legions willing to  sacrifice themselves  for  him.  But  on the 
midday of the twelfth of Rabi'a-l-Awwal he died at the age of 63, owning only a mule and his 
weapons, leaving behind not a single coin, while his shield was on collateral to a Jew for a loan 
of barley.

          By all accounts, the city that day became visibly darker, just as it had become brighter the 
day he arrived.



          His blessed body was washed, shrouded by Al-Abbass, Ali, Al-Fadhl, Qathm (the two 
sons of Al-Abbass), Shaqran, the freed slave of Allah's messenger, Usama Ibn Zaid and Aws Ibn 
Khauli. Al-Abbass and his sons turned the body, Usama and Shaqran poured the water, Aws 
leaned him against his chest and Ali washed him. (May Alla be pleased with them all). People 
entered and offered the funeral prayer ten by ten...first his family, then the muhajiroon, then the 
Ansar, then the women and then, last, the youth. This took two days and so on Wednesday, he 
was buried in the house of A'isha, as he taught the prophet's are to be buried in the place in 
which they die.  And though he is  gone from the life  of  this  world,  he also taught us,  "the 
prophet's are alive in their graves". It is well known that the state of his ummah is reported back 
to him, as are the salawaat sent upon him...so let us be sources of comfort to him and draw 
nearer to him and refrain from distancing ourselves from him and the Lord of us all.

اللَّھُمَّ وفقنا التّباع سنّة نبیّك مُحَمَّد 
َصلَّى هللا علیھ و سلّم بجاھِھِ عندك

  

  
          



Conclusion

         
          
         It is only with the aid of Allah that we were able to complete this work and to Him is the 
praise. 
          Our sheikh,  Sheikh Al-Hassan Al-Kettani  (may Allah preserve him) taught us the 
prophet's  Seerah  on  two  occasions  and  we  received  Ijaazah  from  him  concerning  that.  In 
teaching us, he impressed upon us a view that this entire world is nothing but the story of 
Muhammad (صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلّم). In this way, the beginning of creation until the placing of Allah's 
khulafa upon the earth serves as an introduction. The first chapter goes from our parents Adam 
and  Eve  until  the  time  of  Noah,  teaching  about  Shirk,  faith  and  revelation,  and  the 
consequences of these. The second chapter deals with the covenant of Allah with humanity and 
the sending of prophets (peace be upon them all).  The third deals with the very life of the 
prophet (صــــلـى هللا عــــلـیـھ و ســــلّـم). The fourth chapter is what happens with his ummah between his 
passing away and the establishment of the hour and the conclusion of this "book" is the day of 
rising and all that occurs until the believers in the Oneness of Allah all enter the gardens of bliss. 

          The prophet Muhammad (صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلّم) is the heart of the story of all creation. It is due 
to him mankind was created and it is through affirmation of him one attains success. One such 
as myself could not hope to encapsulate the weighty times and magnificence of his life, but I 
hope to have facilitated ease in coming to know something about him. If  this  book is  read 
weekly,  bi-weekly  or  at  least  monthly,  ignorance  concerning  him should  not  remain  and a 
sincere appreciation should be had. That was my aim and I hope my family benefits from this 
work generation after generation.

           All success comes only from Allah and so we turn to Him asking His forgiveness for the 
shortcomings of my entire family and the family of those who read this work; we ask for His 
guidance and His good pleasure for them all; we ask that He make my family and every family 
who reads this text from amongst those who are firm upon the sunnah of His beloved and safe 
from heretical innovations; we pray that they all are beloved to Allah and His messenger and 
that they will be his neighbors in the gardens of Bliss. May the best benedictions and peace be 
upon  Allah's  beloved,  his  family,  companions  and  all  who  follow  him  until  the  day  of 
judgement. And indeed, all praise is due to Allah alone...ameen and again, ameen.

اللَّھُمَّ وفقنا التّباع سنّة نبیّك مُحَمَّد 
َصلَّى هللا علیھ و سلّم بجاھِھِ عندك

And this text (including the appendices) was "completed"
With the aid and assistance of Allah alone

On the 15th night of Ramadhan 
in the year 1436 of the Hijra

In Baltimore, Maryland
By William (Halim) Breiannis.



Appendix I 

On Aqeedah 
The Beliefs of the Muslims 

           

          All praise is due to Allah alone as it is He who created us and sent to us clear guidance and made us firm upon 
that, so any good we find is due to His blessings and mercy upon us, while whatever we find other than good is due 
to our clinging to the fears and neediness of our lower selves. May the best benedictions and peace be upon the 
best of creation, Muhammad, who was sent as a mercy to all creation as he exemplified for us what it means to live 
according to our faith. To proceed: 

          That which is the well known aqidah of the Muslims is that which is ascribed to by this family, without 
addition, subtraction or deviation. The foremost belief is in the absolute Oneness of Allah in His essence, 
attributes and actions. That He is One in His Lordship and nothing occurs but by His permission. He is the single 
cause of all that is and there is, in reality, no secondary causes. He is One in His right to be worshipped and His 
transcendence. He it is that is absolutely perfect and no imperfection draws near to Him, He is the source of all in-
time creation, of all possibilities, of all good, of all provision, of all aid, and of all benefit. He is One in His names 
and attributes, being unlike His creation in anyway and having no similarities to Him from amongst His creation 
and so we leave the reality of the meaning of His names and attributes to Him, though we acknowledge them 
without denying anything which has come to us through the Qur'an and sound sunnah. He is as He was when there 
was nothing other than Him. He is the first without beginning. He is eternal without end. He does not need 
anything, be it sustenance, place, direction, designation, or time and there is nothing at all like Him.  
          All that exists is due to His power manifesting His Volition which is according to His perfect knowledge. Any 
possibility Allah chooses to be is first known by Him, then willed, then recorded and then made manifest. There is 
nothing that can coerce Him to do a thing or leave it undone.  
          All that the servant manifests in word, deed, thought and character is known by Him, and He sees and hears all 
things. Also, He speaks to His servants and this is through the preserved, eternal speech revealed to mankind, the 
Qur'an; as well as through the true dream and inspiration, but revelation has ceased and so those claiming such 
things are heretical innovators. 
          Allah is separate from His creation though closer to us than our jugular veins. He does not indwell in anything 
of this creation but He is near. He can not be seen in this life but all creation is a manifestation of His attributes, 
most specifically, His Might and His Beauty...so look for Him therein, but if you are illiterate to His signs, then at 
least be aware that He is ever watching over you. 

          All of this is known to us through His beloved (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم). Our belief in ال الـھ إِالَّ هللا is only made known 
and clear, it is only understood how to apply it and live accordingly, through our belief in د رسول هللا  ُمَحمَّ
 that they are human men who exemplified ,(عـــلیھم الســـالم) What we know about the prophets .(صـــلى هللا عـــلیھ و ســـلّم) 
truthfulness, trustworthiness and conveyance of the message is only known through our belief in  
د رسـول هللا   (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم)  Our knowing they were divinely protected from any willful disobedience to Allah . ُمَحـمَّ
though they were humans with all that they may entail, including that they ate, drank, slept, bought, sold, married, 
had offspring, became ill and was even injured and killed is only known through the channel of Allah's beloved 
 In all matters of the unseen, from the Angels, the revealed books, what occurs at the moment of .(صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم)
death, in the graves, on the day of rising, the delivering of books, weighing of deeds, the establishment of justice, 
the reckoning and judgement, the crossing over the bridge over the fire of hell, the reality of Hell and the reality of 
the gardens  and all that occurs therein is all known to us through the medium of Muhammad (صـــلى هللا عـــلیھ و ســـلّم). 
How can this be said? Because even the Qur'an itself is only known to us by its revelation upon his heart which 
even mountains would be unable to bear (صــــلـى هللا عــــلـیـھ و ســــلّـم). What is more, the Sunnah is the best and most 



complete clarification, explanation and exegesis of the rope of Allah, His Qur'an. And so, concerning all of our 
beliefs we suffice to say what the Light of the Age, Shehu Uthman Ibn Fuduyé (may Allah engulf him in his mercy) 
said, د صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم حـّق  whatever Muhammad, may the best benedictions and peace be upon) كـّل مـا جـاء بـھ ُمَحـمَّ
him) came with is true and real).  

          What he (صـــلى هللا عـــلیھ و ســـلّم) came with from Allah suffices the common person, the learned person and the 
knower of Allah. It suffices in knowledge, in actions and in states and there is no need to add anything to it. He 
 taught and demonstrated all that is necessary for the hopeful to be removed from the torment of  (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم)
the fire and enter the gardens of bliss, and he was complete in this task without need for any aid from those who 
come after him (صــــلى هللا عــــلیھ و ســــلّم). He was the seal of prophethood and the final messenger sent for mankind, 
giving guidance for all mankind, regardless of time, place or situation, and so there is no need for reformation, 
though there will be revival after revival due to mankind's errancy in his way after him (صلى هللا علیھ و سلّم).  

           Our knowledge of beliefs, worship, daily living, drawing nearer to Allah and seeking His pleasure is all 
known through the person, the life and the teachings of Muhammad (و ســــلّـم عــــلـیـھ  هللا   In this way, the .(صــــلـى 
establishment, protection and perfection of our relationship with Allah and the establishment, protection and 
perfection of our relationship with His creation - that is, the entire way of life of submission to Allah known as 
"Islam" is only known and exemplified by the best example for all mankind, Muhammad (صــــلـى هللا عــــلـیـھ و ســــلّـم). 
Anyone who follows him will find success and anyone who deviates from what he came with, in matters of faith, 
word, deed and character, regardless of what they call themselves, can only expect be turned away from his fount 
on that most tremendous of days. 

          It is in this way that this family bears witness and testifies to the fact, to the reality that ال الـــھ إِالَّ هللا and we know 
this and act upon it, living accordingly by the testimony of our conviction that ( صلى هللا علیھ و سلّم) د رسول هللا  . ُمَحمَّ



Appendix II 

On His Seeing Allah  
 (صلى هللا علیھ و على آلھ و صحبھ  و سلّم تسلیما)

          The majority of discussions concerning this matter look at the night of the Isra and Mi'raj about which the 
vast majority of scholars agree, based upon the narration of our mother, A'isha (May Allah be pleased with her) 
which negates that the prophet ( صــــلـى هللا عــــلـیـھ و ســــلـم ) saw Allah on that night. It is found in the Saheeh of Imam 
Bukhari that when asked about this matter, our mother, May Allah be pleased with her, said, "Whoever tells you 
that Muhammad ( صلى هللا علیھ و سلم ) saw his Lord is lying. Then she recited, 

 الَّ تُْدِرُكھُ اْألَْبَصاُر َوھَُو یُْدِرُك اْألَْبَصاَر َوھَُو اللَِّطیُف اْلَخبِیُر

No vision can grasp Him, but His Grasp is over all vision. 
He is the Most Subtle and Courteous, Well-Acquainted with all things. 

(6:103) 

          In another Hadith concerning that night, Imam Muslim narrates that Abu Dharr (May Allah be pleased with 
him) asked the prophet if he had actually seen his Lord, the reply from Allah's messenger ( صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلم ) was, 
"I saw light." There are similar narrations reported by Ibn Mas'ud and Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with 
them). This then seems to be conclusive with the authentic statements from these senior companions of the 
prophet (May Allah be pleased with them) and the ayat from the Qur'an,  

 الَّ تُْدِرُكھُ اْألَْبَصاُر َوھَُو یُْدِرُك اْألَْبَصاَر َوھَُو اللَِّطیُف اْلَخبِیُر

No vision can grasp Him, but His Grasp is over all vision. 
He is the Most Subtle and Courteous, Well-Acquainted with all things. 

(6:103) 

          Why then is there still a discussion of this matter? The reason the question remains is due to an equally 
authentic narration recorded by Imam Ahmad on the authority of Ibn Abbas (May Allah be pleased with him) who 
said that the prophet (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلم) said, "رأیـت ربّـي" (I saw my Lord). Many Imams, such as Ibn Kathir, Ibn Al-
Qayyim and Ibn Al-Jawzi (May Allah have mercy upon them all) have said that it was in a dream, yet still a true 
"seeing" as the dreams of the prophets are true. The discussion of the scholars is not the authenticity of the 
narration, as it is sound, but rather, did the prophet ( صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلم ) see Allah with the eyes of the head or the 
eyes of the heart. Ibn Taymiyya, May Allah shower His mercy upon him, said (according to Ibn Al-Qayyim in Zad 
Al-Ma'ad), "Ibn Abbass' statement that "He saw Him" does not contradict that claim, nor his statement that 'He 
saw Him with his heart.' For it is authentically related that the prophet ( صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلم ) said, 'I saw my Lord - 
Glorified and Exalted is He!' However, the later was not during the Isra but in Medinah, when the prophet ( صــــلـى 
 was occupied and could not be with the companions at the time of the dawn prayer, after which he told ( هللا عــلیھ ســلم
them about his vision of Allah during his sleep that night. It is on that evidence that Imam Ahmad based his own 
position when he said: 'Yes, he saw him in reality, for the dream-visions of the prophets are real.' This is 
absolutely true, but Ahmad did not say that he saw Him with the eyes of his head while awake. Whoever said that he 
did, is mistaken." 

          There is further evidence used by those who believe that one can see Allah in this worldly life and that is the 
request of Musa ( علیھ سالم ), 



ا َجاَء ُموَسٰى لِِمیقَاتِنَا َوَكلََّمھُ َربُّھُ  َولَمَّ
  قَاَل َربِّ أَِرنِي أَنظُْر إِلَْیَك 

ِكِن انظُْر إِلَى اْلَجبَِل فَإِِن اْستَقَرَّ َمَكانَھُ فََسْوَف تََرانِي   قَاَل لَن تََرانِي َولَٰ
ا َوَخرَّ ُموَسٰى َصِعقًا ا تََجلَّٰى َربُّھُ لِْلَجبَِل َجَعلَھُ َدّكً   فَلَمَّ
ُل اْلُمْؤِمنِیَن ا أَفَاَق قَاَل ُسْبَحانََك تُْبُت إِلَْیَك َوأَنَا أَوَّ  فَلَمَّ

"And when Musa came at the time and place appointed by Us, and his Lord spoke to him,  
he said: "O my Lord! Show me (Yourself), that I may look upon You."  

Allah said: "You cannot see Me, but look upon the mountain if it stands still in its place then you shall see Me."  
So when his Lord appeared to the mountain, He made it collapse to dust, and Musa (Moses) fell down unconscious.  

Then when he recovered his senses he said:  
"Glory be to You, I turn to You in repentance and I am the first of the believers." 

(7:143) 

          It is said about this that a prophet would not request from Allah that which is impossible and therefore, it is a 
possibility for one to see his Lord in this life, though it was not granted to Musa ( عــلیھ ســالم ). This is the opinion of 
Al-Qari, Al-Haytami and others (May Allah bestow mercy upon them). Sheikh Muhyi-D-Deen Ibn 'Arabic said 
about this, "He [Allah] can be seen with the hearts and the eyes, if He so wills." Some Imams, such as Adh-
Dhahabi (May Allah have mercy upon him) affirm that seeing Allah in this life is possible but that it is not granted to 
anyone, not even the prophets and messengers ( عــلیھم ســالم ).Other Imams, such as Ibn Hajar and Al-Qushairi (May 
Allah have mercy upon them), hold the position that one's seeing Allah in this worldly life is possible but it doesn't 
take place for anyone other than the prophet ( ســــلـم و  عــــلـیـھ  هللا  صــــلـى   ). The companions themselves differed 
regarding this matter and this should be understood! Based upon all of the evidence as recorded in the Qur'an 
and sunnah, this final position seems to be the most correct opinion - that Allah can create vision of Himself for 
whomsoever He wills, in this life or the next but that this honor was reserved in this life only for the prophet 
Muhammad (صــــلى هللا عــــلیھ و ســــلّم) but will be granted to the believers in the hereafter - and Allah alone knows the 
realities. 



Appendix III 

On His Miracles 
 (صلى هللا علیھ و على آلھ و صحبھ  و سلّم تسلیما)

                    From the proofs of the prophethood of Allah's beloved (صـــلى هللا عـــلیھ و ســـلّم) is that he was endowed with 
certain miracles. These were breaks in the normal cause and effect patterns of creation which can not be learned, 
taught or duplicated as they are not from the individual but from Allah alone. These miracles came in accordance 
with the message of the messengers in association with challenges posed to the claim of their station of 
prophethood and the divine origin of their mission. 

          There are hundreds of  authentically established miracles reported from our prophet, the beloved of Allah 
 The clearest and indisputable miracle is the Qur'an itself. It is a linguistic miracle containing .(صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلّم)
matters of the unseen, historical and scientific facts that we today may take for granted but were previously 
unknown. It also contains prophecies of that which did come about and that which will still come about later. 
Perhaps it's greatest miraculous feature, however, is its purifying effects on the hearts and minds of mankind. 

          The prophet exhibited miracles similar to and exceeding those known of the other prophet (عــلیھم الســالم) such 
as healing the infirm, feeding the masses with little, the drawing of water from barren sources, and the like of these. 
In Mecca, perhaps the greatest of his miracles was the splitting of the moon as recorded in Bukhari, Muslim and 
other than them with multiple paths, decisively establishing it as true. On this occasion, the mushrikeen gathered 
around him in Mecca and said, "If it is true that you are indeed a prophet then split the moon for us." He then 
asked that of Allah and at his indication (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم) the moon split in two, one half appearing on one side of 
Mount Hira and the other half on the other side. Concerning this, Ibn Mas'ud (may Allah be pleased with him) 
said, "we could see the mountain between that half and that half." 

          There are many narrations recording  stones greeting him and glorifying Allah in his presence (صــلى هللا عــلیھ و 
 the trees shading him and responding to him, testifying to his prophethood audibly; the animals speaking to ;(ســــلّـم
him such that the camels complained and the lizard testified to his prophethood before the Bedouin. And it is mass 
transmitted the weeping of the dead tree stump due to distance from him when he was given the new pulpit. 

          How many are the narrations reported of his healing the wounded at Uhud and other of the battles; healing 
the sick, the infirm and even bringing the dead to life once more. There is no room to doubt the healing of the 
blindness of Fudayk so that his son saw him threading a needle when he was eighty. 

          The books are full of his miracles and we should know that a Seerah could be based on them similar to how it 
is often based on the Ghazawaat. Perhaps that would make for a more awe inspiring glimpse at the life of Allah's 
chosen one (صــــلى هللا عــــلیھ و ســــلّم). But what must be understood is that these miracles are not from him but rather 
from Allah as a proof upon him that indeed he was the messenger of Allah (صلى هللا علیھ و سلّم)...and that is the point. 



Appendix IV 

On Following His Sunnah (Traditional Way) 
 (صلى هللا علیھ و على آلھ و صحبھ  و سلّم تسلیما)

           
           There is little need for the words of someone such as me on this topic. Allah, the Exalted, said,  

"Indeed, in the messenger of Allah you have the best example 
For those who hope in Allah and the last day and remember Allah much" 

(33:21) 

          And He, the exalted said, 

"Whoever obeys the messenger has obeyed Allah" 
(4:80) 

          And, 

"When Allah and His messenger has decided a matter, 
It is not for a believing man or woman to have an opinion in the matter" 

(33:36) 

          Our very belief is tied to our following him (صلى هللا علیھ و سلّم) as Allah said, 

"No indeed! 
They will never truly believe  

until they make you (Muhammad) the judge of what is between them 
And find within themselves no dislike of that which you decide, 

And they submit with a full submission" 
(4:65) 

          And the prophet (صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلّم) said about this, "None of you has complete faith until his desires incline 
towards what I have brought." This is the reality! Our faith, our uprightness, our obedience to Allah is all tied to 
our following the blessed character, behavior and teachings of Allah's beloved (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم). It is in following 
his sunnah that we express our faith, act in submission, draw nearer to Allah and purify our hearts. The sunnah is 
the path to Paradise, it is the straight path and it is the path to Allah's good pleasure. 

          Do not think this is only in matters of worship or religious doctrine! No, he was the epitome of human 
perfection and was sent specifically as a model for us to follow in all our affairs - in our sleeping and waking, in our 
eating and drinking, in our buying and selling, in sickness and health, poverty and wealth...even in the most 
intimate of marital moments and the most desperate of engagements on the fields of battle. In every affair he is the 
paragon (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم), and what we do not follow in exactness, we follow in principle. Such is the nature of the 
foods he ate, the clothes he wore and the like, they were cultural and there is no obligation to follow him in them 
but rather we take the principles of his actions and apply them in our eating and clothing and the like.  However, 
understand well, if, out of love, one seeks to draw ever nearer by following even in the peculiarities of culture...that 
to is rewardable if one's intentions are correct and one is not overcome by confusion over the rulings. 



          How many are the books written enumerating his sunnahs, detailing them and even offering advice on how to 
establish them in our lives. So take up these books and apply them little by little until you are enveloped by the 
sunnah inwardly and outwardly and you become a living example of it. Take one sunnah and mindfully practice it 
for forty days, and after the first twenty one add a second, and so this way you will constantly be establishing the 
sunnah, in a mindful and applicable way. Begin with the simple matters of entering and exiting in the proper ways 
or eating and drinking, then move on to schedule your day according to his days...how do you awaken, when, and 
what do you say and do? And then, how do you relieve yourself, how do you wash up, how do you dress, how do you 
walk, how do you sit, and so on. Do the same for the inward sunnahs such as generosity, kindness, indifference to 
the world, preference of poverty, modesty and the like. Do not overwhelm yourselves or your ego and lower self 
will rebel and you will be overcome by them. Rather, tread lightly the path and little by little and you will arrive. 
And know that just a small amount of adherence to the sunnah is far better than a great amount of following one's 
own whims, the trends of others, or innovations. 

          What is most important to understand here is that the path of Muhammad (صـــلى هللا عـــلیھ و ســـلّم) is the path to 
Allah. It is by following him that one proves their claim to faith. It is by following him that one proves their claim to 
love for Allah. It is by following him that one draws nearer to Allah. It is by following him that one receives the 
reciprocated love of Allah. It is by following him that one is forgiven when they err.  And all that is said is proven in 
the most important of ayat on this matter: 

"Say: if you do indeed love Allah, 
Follow me (Muhammad) 

And Allah will love you and forgive you your wrong actions." 
(3:31) 



Appendix V 

On Loving The Messenger of Allah 
 (صلى هللا علیھ و على آلھ و صحبھ  و سلّم تسلیما)

          Concerning this matter, it suffices the believer to know what Allah has said. From that is His saying, 

"Say: if your fathers or your sons or your brothers or your wives or your tribe, 
Or any wealth that you have acquired, or any business you fear may slacken, 

Or any house which pleases you 
Are dearer to you than Allah and His messenger 

And striving in His way, 
Then await until Allah brings about His command" 

(9:24) 

          And His saying, 

"And the prophet is foremost to the believers, 
Even from their own selves" 

(33:6) 

         The prophet (صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلّم) also taught, "None of you will have complete faith until I am more beloved to 
him than his children, his father and all of mankind." It is not only a means to a completeness of faith but also a 
means to the experiencing the sweetness thereof. It is from the easiest and most guaranteed ways of entering 
paradise as is firmly established in the sound narrations. And it is the methodology of the Salafu-S-Saliheen 
without question. 

          Understand that there are many reasons why we should have love for the prophet (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم) including 
his beauty, his noble character, his sacrifices for us and the fact it is by him that we know the truth and how to 
manifest it in our lives in such a way as to reach the pleasure of Allah. He was sent by Allah as a mercy! But from the 
greatest of reasons to love him is that he is the beloved of Allah (صلى هللا علیھ و سلّم). 

          And the signs and indications of our love are many, but from amongst them is adhering to his sunnah, 
preferring what he preferred, loving what and whom he loved, being angered at what angered him, yearning to 
meet him, yearning to be near him, mentioning him often, defending him in the face of his enemies, having 
compassion for his community, love for the Qur'an, preference for poverty, indifference to this world, and 
following him to the best of one's ability in word, deed and character. 

          It is due to the love of Allah that we love the prophet (صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلّم), knowing that we could not possibly 
enumerate the blessings bestowed upon us, our family and all mankind through the person who was the best of all 
creation, Muhammad (صـــلى هللا عـــلیھ و ســـلّم), as Allah said, and notice that "blessing" here is singular and refers to 
Muhammad (صلى هللا علیھ و سلّم), 

"If we're to attempt to enumerate the blessing of Allah 
You could not count them" 

(14:34) 



Appendix VI 

On The Veneration of the Prophet's Family 
 (صلى هللا علیھ و على آلھ و صحبھ  و سلّم تسلیما)

          Know that it is from the completeness of one's faith that they love Allah's messenger (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم) and it 
is from the signs and indications and completeness of one's love for him (صــــلى هللا عــــلیھ و ســــلّم) that one obeys his 
commands, takes on his mannerisms, prefers that which he preferred, and is grateful for his sacrifices in general. 
Also, from the completeness of a person's love for Allah's beloved (صــــلى هللا عــــلیھ و ســــلّم) is loving those whom he 
loved. This includes Banu Hashim, Banu Muttalib,  his near kindred, his wives and his companions - all of them 
 .(رضي هللا عنھم اجمعین)

          Concerning his family, love for them is obligated upon us as he (صـــلى هللا عـــلیھ و ســـلّم) said, "Love Allah for the 
bounties He has bestowed upon you; and love me due to the love of Allah; and love my household due to my love." 
It is also reported that he said (صلى هللا علیھ و سلّم), "Whoever loves them, loves me; whoever hates them, hates me." 

          Along with our love, care and concern for the descendants of the prophet (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم) is our holding fast 
to them and giving those of knowledge from amongst them preference. This is as the prophet most assuredly 
taught us, "O' people, I have left for you after me two weighty matters, if you hold fast to them you will never go 
astray - the book of Allah and my household." And there are many narrations in this regard. 

          With this understanding firmly in place, it should also be balanced with the knowledge that his wives are from 
the family of the prophet, despite the sound narrations wherein he enshrouded Ali, Fatima, Hassan, and Hussain. 
What is the evidence of this? It is clear from Surah Ahzaab and no other proof is needed after the book of Allah. 
What is more, we must adhere to the words of Imam Ali (may Allah ennoble his face) when he said, "Beware of 
exaggeration concerning us. Say about us that we are slaves and fostered, then say whatever you like of our 
virtues."  

          This love for the family of the prophet  (صـلى هللا عـلیھ و سـلّم) should also never lead us to think ill, let alone speak 
ill, concerning the blessed companions who Allah informed all of mankind that He is well pleased with them and 
they are pleased with Him. Remembering that many of the companions were his relatives and from those relatives 
we hold up in regard, many were companions. May Allah be pleased with the all...ameen. 



Appendix VII 

On The Virtues of  Sending Salawaat Upon Him 
 (صلى هللا علیھ و على آلھ و صحبھ  و سلّم تسلیما)

      
          From the absolute most noble of deeds that can be done by the believer, that which will increase his love and 
nearness to the beloved of Allah (صلى هللا علیھ و سلّم), as well as purify his heart and soul is the sending of 
benedictions and salutations upon him (صلى هللا علیھ و سلّم). The proofs concerning this matter has filled many 
books, written from West Africa to India. Does it not suffice us enough to know Allah has said, 

"Indeed! Allah and His angels send benedictions upon the prophet." 
(33:56) 

         It is an act done by the Lord of all creation and His angels! If for some reason that is not enough to move our 
tongue and hearts, then know, after saying this Allah commanded the believers, 

"O' you who believe! Send benedictions upon him 
And abundant and perfect salutations of peace" 

(33:56) 

          It is understood from the narration of Ubay Ibn Ka'ab that making all of our supplications to be salawaat is not 
only virtuous but beneficial. He narrated that a man asked the messenger of Allah (صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلّم) what means, 
"O' messenger of Allah, how would it be if my entire prayer consists of sending prayers upon you?" He (صــــلـى هللا 
  replied, "If you do so, Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, will relieve you from your stress in the affairs of (عــــلیھ و ســــلّم
your worldly life and that of the hereafter" (or similar to this). Similar is found in the narration of Muhammad Ibn 
Yahya Ibn Hayyan and others. 

          Such constant sending of salawaat is also well established in the sound narrations as a means of attaining 
nearness to the prophet (صـــلى هللا عـــلیھ و ســـلّم) in the hereafter and his intercession and  the messenger will receive 
those salutations in this life, before the hour, and respond. What is more, Allah and His angels will send salawaat 
upon the one sending them, and increase in that so that for every single salawaat we send, Allah will send ten 
salawaat for us. It is also a means of attaining good deeds, having our own ill deeds wiped away, and being elevated 
in rank by Allah. The sending of salawaat is a light, a means of healing and it is a means to victory and success. It is 
also from the keys to having our supplications responded to. 

          It is the safest, the swiftest and from the best means of purifying our hearts and rectifying our souls and much 
has been written in this regard by the sheikhs of the Jam'at and other than them...so seek them out. 

          Know, and have no doubt - Allah and His angels send benedictions and salutations of peace upon the prophet 
 he is in no need of your gestures. Rather, understand that the sending of salawaat is a blessing ,(صــلى هللا عــلیھ و ســلّم)
for you from him, NOT from you to him...the benefits and virtues attached to your sending Salawaat upon him are 
only from his continued mercy to all of creation by the permission of Allah, so be grateful and realize you are the 
sender of words and feelings, but he is the means of your achieving realities (صـــلى هللا عـــلیھ و ســـلّم)...and indeed, the 
reality is that success is with Allah alone.       



~O' my family, seek after what I have sought for you~ 

د   اللَُّهمَّ وفقنا التّباع سنّة نبيّك ُمَحمَّ

َصلَّى اهلل عليه و سّلم بجاِهِه عندك 

 سبحان َربِّك رّب اْلِعزَّة عّما يصفون

  و سالم على املرسلني

 و الحمد هلل

رّب العاملني 


